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Few visitors go to the graveyard 
of Prince Chun. 
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Big Deals 


Involving $1.32 billion investment, 30 
projects were signed at the Fifth Beijing- 
Hong Kong Economic Cooperation Sym- 
posium in Beijing Hotel which ended on 
Wednesday. 

Projects included tourism, technological 
modernization of old enterprises, infrastruc- 
ture construction, renovation of dilapidated 
housing, human resource exchanges, person- 
nel training and materials circulation. The 
deals will boost trade, urban construction 
and high-technology, said Zhang Mao, vice 
mayor of Beijing. 

More than 600 government officials, ex- 
perts and entrepreneurs attended the two- 
day event to discuss opportunities arising 
from the 2008 Olympics and China’s WTO 
entry. Beijing has 6,230 Hong Kong-funded 
companies, with contractual capital of $15.98 
billion. (Xinhua) 


“Experiencing Peking Opera” 
opens at studio shop. 
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Guo Xiaolu lectures on love in the 
Internet age. 
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Analysts applaud commission’s brave correction 


By Shan Jinliang/ Yang Xiao 

T uesday was a big day in 
the history of the Chinese 
stock market. Nearly all 
of the more than 1,000 shares 
in Shanghai and Shenzhen stock 
markets closed at new highs. 

The Shanghai market opened 
at 1642.22 points, closing at 
1670.35, with dealings of 17.304 
billion yuan, up 9.86%. The 
Shenzhen market opened at 
3423.66 points, closed at 3458.03 
points, an increase of 10%. Shang- 
hai surged 9.91% and Shenzhen 
B 10.04%. 

It came on the day a spokes- 
man for the China Securities 
Regulatory Commission (CSRC) 
confirmed China will suspend the 
rule used to reduce state shares 
of listed firms. 


Introduced in June, the now- 
suspended rule stipulated that 
whenever a company launched an 
initial public offering or issued 
new shares, it must sell off state 
shares equal to as much as 10 
percent of the value of the stock 
issuance. 

To further scrutinize how to go 
about reducing state shares, the 
CSRC decided to suspend imple- 
menting the fifth article of the 
Interim Measures on Reducing 
State-Owned Shares to Fund the 
Social Security System. The pro- 
ceeds of this sale were supposed 
to help fund the nation’s social 
security system. 

The regulation had sparked 
heated debate in Chinese news- 
papers about the essence of a free 
market. The market then spoke 


loudest of all. Economists calcu- 
late that in the next four months, 
Shanghai and Shenzhen listed 
A share companies lost 1.8 tril- 
lion yuan of their market value, 
with the circulation value plung- 
ing 571.7 billion yuan. 

The response of the market 
proved the regulation was prob- 
lematic, a shareholder told China 
Youth Daily. 

After the regulation was 
suspended, a symposium was or- 
ganized by the regulatory com- 
mission to figure out a better 
solution. Assembled experts 
praised the state’s action in cor- 
recting its mistakes. 

“It is the first time in stock mar- 
ket history a policy was terminated 
three months after issue,” said an- 
alyst Liu Jipeng. “It resulted from 


widely aired suggestions, respect 
for the market and adjustments 
to the policies of auditing depart- 
ments, a key process. 

“It marks the beginning of the 
establishment of a correction sys- 
tem in China’s capital market. We 
cannot slow down reforms due to 
frustration.” 

Liu said to China Youth Daily 
historical reasons had created 
the system of state-owned shares. 
Their existence avoided the de- 
bate of state versus private own- 
ership, he said. 

This had ensured smooth es- 
tablishment and development of 
the stock market. “But as reform 
deepens,” Liu said, “those shares 
should disappear into history.” 

“Most urgent is to raise a new 
plan for state-owned shares.” 


Capital to Become Convention Center 


Beijing is expected to take the lead among 
other regions in China to open its service 
sector to the world after China’s entry into 
the World Trade Organization (WTO). 

Beijing has applied to the Chinese gov- 
ernment to be an experimental city in open- 
ing its telecom, banking, insurance and other 
sectors after WTO entry, Li Zhao, director 
of the Beijing Foreign Trade and Economic 
Commission, revealed Wednesday at the on- 
going 5th Beijing-Hong Kong Economic Co- 
operation Symposium here. 

The service industry is expected to ac- 
count for some 63 percent of the city’s total 
gross domestic product by 2005, rising from 
the current 58.3 percent, said Chai Xiao- 
zhong, a member of the Beijing Municipal 
Development Planning Commission. 

He promised the city will provide a better 
environment for growth of the service sector 
by opening more business fields and accel- 
erating reform of examination and approval 
procedures for companies. 

By the end of last year, Beijing agreed 
$23.2 billion in service contracts with over- 
seas investors, about 63.6 percent of all in- 
dustries. Some $10.7 billion has been used in 
developing service businesses over the past 
years, 50.7 percent of the total value of over- 
seas investment. 

Last year, nearly 740 overseas enterpris- 
es were approved to run service businesses 
last year, a contractual investment of nearly 
$3.3 billion. 

Beijing has vowed to expand commerce, 
education, culture and medical services. The 
city believes this will attract overseas capi- 
tal, modern management skills and service 
technologies. That in turn will strengthen 
cooperation in tourism, accounting and legal 
affairs, expected to hasten the city’s opening 
of the service industry. (Xinhua) 
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Three projects will be completed 
within three years and seven more are 
on the drawing board. 

Before the Olympics, Beijing will 
build exhibition facilities totaling 
400,000 square meters, according to 
Yao Wang, director of the Beijing 
branch of the China Council for the 


Promotion of International Trade. 

A 220,000-square-meter China In- 
ternational Exhibition Center hall will 
be built in the Olympic Park in north 
Beijing, according to Yao. 

Beijing now has 12 convention and 
exhibition buildings, with a combined 
exhibition area of 176,000 square me- 


ters. In the past five years, 1,250 ex- 
hibitions, including more than 800 
international exhibitions, were held in 
the city, accounting for half of the na- 
tional total. 

Beijing’s exhibition service will face 
stiff international competition in the 
future, said Chan Wing Kee, of Hong 


Kong Convention and Exhibition Cen- 
ter (Management). 

The Hong Kong company will work 
with Beijing developing convention and 
exhibition business, while providing 
Beijing with services in planning, de- 
sign, management and personnel ex- 
change and training, he said. (Xinhua) 


5th Beijing-Hong Kong 
Economic Cooperation 
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China’s railways bring in fourth speed increase 


Railways increase Speed to Gain More Mattel 


By Shan Jinliang 

China’s national railway system 
launched its fourth speed increase since 
April 1997 on October 21. The increase 
will not affect train ticket prices, says the 
Ministry of Railways. 

The speed increase involves 17 prov- 
inces and municipalities covering more 
than 4,000 kilometers. Now the total dis- 
tance covered by the speed increase since 
1997 has reached 13,000 kilometers, link- 
ing up major large and medium-sized 
cities. Competition from new highways 
and airlines, rather than advanced tech- 
nology, are compelling the railways to 
increase speed, say analysts. 

Speed Keeps Railway Markets Afloat 

April 1997 witnessed the country’s first 
large-scale speed increase from the 48.3 
kilometers per hour of the early ‘90s to 
54.9 kilometers per hour on parts of the 
Beijing-Guangzhou, Beijing-Shanghai and 
Beijing-Harbin lines. As a result, the rail- 
ways’ market and profits increased over 
the following years. 1999 was the first 



The dining car offers 4-star service in the luxury T21 passenger train from Beijing to 
Shanghai Photo by Wu Di 


year for the railway to make profits. 

The Minister of Railways said a few 
days ago that the national railways would 
experience two more nationwide speed 
increases in 2003 and 2005 respectively. 

Excellent Service to 
Secure Market Position 
Another key approach is to offer a fuller 
range of services to passengers. This is 
a lesson the railways have learnt in the 
fierce sparring between the highways and 
airlines. The railways are currently seek- 
ing to follow the lead of civil air services, 
with the new luxury T21 passenger trains 
from Beijing to Shanghai revealing a com- 
mitment to improved service quality. 

The train, called a moving “4-star 
hotel”, is the first of its kind in the history 
of China’s railways. All the attendants 
have received a 10-day service training 
course before they attend to passengers. 

The Ministry of Railways is working on 
decentralizing their management struc- 
tures to make the rail industry more mar- 
ket-oriented. 



Dai Xueqin, a lawyer participant of the program receives an 
honorary certificate from the Minister of Justice, Fan Fangping 
(left) and EU Ambassador, Klaus Ebermann 

Photo by Chen Shuyi 


EU-China 

Cooperation Program 
Enhances Exchange 


By Zhao Pu 

39 participants from the 
first year of the EU-China 
Legal & Judicial Cooperation 
Program were awarded honor- 
ary certificates at the Annual 
Alumni Reception, held in 
Kempinski Hotel Beijing. 

Besides graduates from the 
first year of the program, 
the reception also hosted Chi- 
nese Members of the Steering 
Committee of the program, 
EU ambassadors and Chinese 
officials from the Ministry of 
Justice (MOJ). 

The program is funding up 
to 400 outstanding profession- 
als involved in the Chinese 
legal system for training in 
Europe over a four-year period 
from 2000 to 2004, with fund- 
ing of over 13.5 million euro 
from the European Union. 

From the program’s launch 
in March 2000, 94 Chinese 
lawyers, judges and prosecu- 
tors and other legal profes- 
sionals have benefited. The 
program has been considered 
successful by both sides of 
the cooperation. In evaluating 
the program, some of the par- 
ticipants gave their opinions 
to Beijing Today during and 


after the reception. 

“The program is well orga- 
nized and consistently imple- 
mented,” commented Zhu 
Weiguo, a lawyer participant 
of the program and deputy- 
chief in the Legislative Affairs 
Office under the State Coun- 
cil, “The nine months’ training 
has been a really rewarding 
as well as exciting experi- 
ence, which has widened our 
horizons, sharpened our intel- 
ligence and refreshed our 
expertise.” 

“The program provided us 
with a good opportunity to 
know about the entire Euro- 
pean legal system, and helped 
us to obtain knowledge in 
some new areas,” Wu Wei- 
guang, lecturer from the Law 
School of Tsinghua Univer- 
sity. Wu told Beijing Today of 
his suggestion that a formal 
diploma should be issued to 
every participant. 

Meanwhile, the second 
group of lawyers is about 
to finish their training in 
Europe. Applications for dif- 
ferent training components 
of upcoming programs are 
open on its official website 
( www.legalj udicial . org) . 


Background 

The EU-China Legal and Judicial Cooperation Program 
is part of a family of cooperative activities undertaken by 
Europe and China in an extensive range of areas. It’s the 
largest legal co-operation project in China, as the result 
of an agreement between the European Commission and 
MOFTEC signed in 1998. 

The program aims at strengthening Sino-European legal 
and judicial exchanges and collaboration, as well as sup- 
porting a better understanding of the concept of the rule of 
law in China. “It focuses on training for legal judicial profes- 
sionals including lawyers, judges and prosecutors, providing 
a platform for professionals in the law from both Europe and 
China to exchange ideas and views and to learn from each 
other,” as described by Christopher Pattern, Commissioner 
for External Relations of European Union. 


Beijing Welcomes 

Biggest Center of Commodity Interflow 


By Li Dan 

Beijing Holdings Limited 
Group (BHL) and Hong Kong 
Kerry Group are joining hands to 
construct a Big Mac project of com- 
modity interflow, which has been 
the key topic during the Beijing 
and Hong Kong Economic Coop- 
eration Symposium. More than 10 
billion RMB has been poured into 
the project, the largest investment 
in commodity interflow between 
BHL and HK Kerry. 

Experts say the project covers 
an area of 5,000 hectares, located 


on both sides of the Beijing-Tian- 
jin-Tanggu Expressway. Services 
will be provided in high-tech 
areas, residential areas and Bei- 
jing’s Central Business District 
(CBD). The whole project is based 
on five centers, commodity inter- 
flow center, business trade center, 
exhibition center, information 
center and comprehensive ser- 
vice center. 

The Big Mac project will be 
fully completed between 2005 
and 2006. After construction, the 
center will become the central 


base of commodity interflow in 
Beijing, a huge platform for exhi- 
bitions and e-information. It is 
said well-known enterprises are 
currently planning to set up 
in the center, covering fields 
of building materials, electronic 
products, food products and chil- 
dren’s products. Also, some Hong 
Kong governmental organiza- 
tions and famous consortia (inter- 
national financial groups) intend 
to establish exhibition centers 
in Beijing’s center of commodity 
interflow. 


City Planning Exhibition Hall 
to Open Next Year 


By Wang Dandan 

The Beijing City Planning 
Exhibition Hall will be completed 
next year, said He Xiaojian, direc- 
tor of the Beijing City Planning 
Exhibition Center on October 22. 

The underground hall is due 
to be built on the northern side of 
Yongdingmen, and aims to pro- 


vide city planning information as 
well as present and past achieve- 
ments to both locals and foreign- 
ers. Such halls are very popular 
in Shanghai, one of the earliest 
cities to establish city planning 
exhibition halls in China. Visi- 
tors to Shanghai’s halls must not 
exceed 10,000 a day, added He. 


To offer better service to vis- 
itors, investors and developers, 
the hall will also be equipped 
with top quality visual and audio 
facilities. Special earphones will 
be available in the hall, so that 
the explanations change as the 
visitor moves from one section to 
another. 


City Planning Exhibition Disappoints Visitors 


By Wang Dandan 

The Beijing City Planning 
Exhibition was opened to the 
public for the first time at the 
office building of the Capital City 
Planning Committee on October 
20. A city-planning map together 
with a model of the city was 
exhibited, depicting the city’s 
changes over the past 50 years. 

The exhibition meets pro- 
fessional standards, catering to 
investors or developers’ needs, 
said He Xiaojian, director of 
Beijing City Planning Exhibition 


Center. 

The exhibition has been 
allocated four floors, including 
general planning, detail plan- 
ning, and special planning such 
as CBD, Zhongguancun and 
Chang’an Avenue. Exhibition 
media need to move beyond 
printed boards however. More 
pictures, models and visual facil- 
ities should be exploited. 

Foreigners are not well 
catered for, in that the hall only 
provides one interpreter. Besides, 
not all the exhibition boards have 


been translated into English. 

Local residents looking for 
concise, clear information about 
future housing programs for their 
area are frustrated by the inac- 
cessibility of the explanations 
and illustrations. City planning 
only provides a general idea of 
certain districts. 

Members of the public can 
visit the exhibition at weekends 
only. Companies and organiza- 
tions may also visit on Wednes- 
days by calling 68054605 to make 
an appointment. 
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Senior citizens care about future housing programs for their area 


Photo by Jackey 


Airport Railway 

Construction 

May Start Next Year 

Construction of a railway 
linking Beijing’s urban subway 
ring with the capital’s interna- 
tional airport, located north- 
east of the city center, will 
hopefully begin next year, said 
Wednesday’s Beijing Morning 
Post. 

The newspaper’s sources at 
the 5th Beijing-Hong Kong 
Economic Cooperation Sym- 
posium said the No. 13 subway 
line will be 18.15 km long with 
1.63 km of overground railway, 
12.82 km of elevated railway 
and 3.7 km of subway. 

The rail link will start at 
Wangjingxi Station serving nine 
stations, at the terminal build- 
ing of the airport. 

The railway, expected to cost 
some 4.3 billion yuan, will adopt 
an auto ticket booking and col- 
lecting system. The construc- 
tion will be carried out between 
January 2002 and December 
2004, the paper said. 

The municipal government 
promoted the project to over- 
seas investors at the sympo- 
sium in the hope to draw more 
funds. 

Low-rent Housing 
Introduced 

By Zhao Pu 

In response to public concern 
over low-rent housing, Trial 
Measures of Beijing Urban 
Low-rent Housing Administra- 
tion were issued on October 
12 . 

According to the Measures, 
those urban residents whose 
income is at or below the bottom 
income line, and those whose 
housing conditions are consis- 
tent with the housing diffi- 
culties standard can apply for 
low-rent housing. 

Three measures — practical 
renting, rent subsidy, and rent 
exemption are adopted in the 
newly issued policies. The three 
measures are not mutually 
exclusive. 

Application and rotation 
systems are introduced in the 
Measures. Local residents can 
apply for the low-rent hous- 
ing in their street community 
office. The overall informa- 
tion of the applying residents 
submitted to the offices will be 
checked by the administrative 
organs, and those qualified 
applicants will be enrolled 
in the rotation system and 
wait in turns for the low-rent 
housing. 

Moreover, the Measures 
strictly state that all benefits 
are conditional on income and 
housing difficulty levels. Those 
beneficiaries of the policy 
whose income later exceed the 
lowest income standard will 
have to vacate the low-rent 
housing within six months. 

Training on Hand for 
Statistics Personnel 

By Zhao Pu 

A range of training pro- 
grams will soon be introduced 
to improve the work of the 
Beijing government’s statis- 
tical personnel, following a 
newly revised Beijing Munic- 
ipal Statistics Administrative 
Regulation. 

The revision of the Regu- 
lation took place at the 30th 
meeting of the Standing Com- 
mittee of the Beijing Munic- 
ipal People’s Congress on 
October 16, becoming effective 
on December 1. 

A national inspection on 
the implementation of statis- 
tical law was carried out from 
May to September this year. 
Results from the inspection 
exposed problems stemming 
from the overall quality of sta- 
tistical personnel. 

“The quality of statistical 
work of Beijing has been 
greatly improved in recent 
years,” remarked Huo Runtao, 
deputy-chief of the Laws and 
Regulations Department under 
the Beijing Municipal Statis- 
tical Bureau, “falsification and 
tempering of statistics have 
been effectively reduced thanks 
to the government’s reforming 
efforts. Now the incapability of 
some statistical personnel has 
become the major problem.” 






DEVELOPMENT^ 


OCTOBER 26, 2001 


3 


1EUING TODAY 


E-mail: liufeng@ynet.com 


Legend Heads into 

Real Estate Market 

By Li Dan 

Regulars to Zhongguancun will notice there is 
a V-shaped building towering beside the western 
part of the 4th North Ring Road. This domineering 
structure, the Raycom Infotech Park Tower A, rep- 
resents Legend Holdings’ first step into the real es- 
tate market. 

Raycom Infotech Park Tower A is located in the 
former site of the Institue of Computer Science, Chi- 
nese Academy of Science (ICSCAS) very close to Leg- 
end Holdings Headquarters. Four or five more such 
buildings will appear in the near future making up 
the architectural complex, Raycom Co. Ltd., covering 
an area of 240,000 square meters. 

Raycom, the son company of Legend Group, 
mainly specializes in science and technology de- 
velopment with a registered capital of 200 million 
yuan. It is said this is the largest project Legend is 
currently undertaking outside the IT field. 

Chen Guodong, 36 years old, is the general man- 
ager of Raycom, as well as vice-president of the 
holding company of Legend Group, and vice-presi- 
dent of Legend Investment Co. Ltd. 

Once the project is successfully completed, a 
larger piece of real estate will be developed in the 
area around the ICSCAS, including Institute of 
Software, Institue of Physics and Institute of Biol- 
ogy. 

However, Raycom is not included in Legend’s 
original blueprint. “We just followed the situation of 
Zhongguancun Science and Technology Area’s de- 
veloping plan,” said Chen. 

Chen claimed the Tower would become a new 
business center, attracting many IT enterprises. 
Some important organizations of Legend Holdings 
Company will also open offices here. 

Yin Guang Xia 

Faces Restructuring 

By Zhao Yijiang 

The stock price of Yin Guang Xia (Yinchuan) In- 
dustry Co. Ltd. (SZSE: 0557) rebounded sharply on 
Monday as investors cheered the restructuring of 
the company. The company had previously plunged 
for 15 consecutive days by the 10% market limit 
due to the release of false financial statements. 

Tianjin Guang Xia, one of the company’s wholly- 
owned subsidiaries, was discovered in August this 
year to have cooked up 178 million yuan ($21.5 mil- 
lion) and 5.67 billion yuan ($685.6 million) of profit in 

1999 and 2000. The company is not in good condition 
financially, and some assets of Guang Xia have been 
frozen since the company has faced four civil lawsuits 
involving debts of 340 million yuan. Under such cir- 
cumstances, it was disclosed that Shenzhen Fate In- 
dustry Co. Ltd., a privately-owned company operating 
mainly in Shenzhen and Hainan province, intended to 
restructure Guang Xia. 

Experts said there are three barriers in the re- 
structuring process: firstly, the problem of transferring 
the institutional shares; secondly, solving the credit 
crisis of the company; thirdly, facing the group litiga- 
tion of minority shareholders. 

Kingdee Grants Stock 
Option to Employees 

By Zhao Yijiang 

Kingdee International (HKGEM: 8133), one of 
the dominant forces in China’s software industry, 
announced its first stock option grant after listing 
on the Growth Enterprise Market (GEM) of the 
Stock Exchange of Hong Kong Limited (HKEx). 33 
employees including 2 returning from the US re- 
ceived 1.72 million Kingdee shares. After this round 
of handouts, 191 Kingdee employees hold stock op- 
tions or depositary stocks in the company. 

According to the listing rules of HKEx, the fu- 
ture exercise price of the stock option is the fair 
market value (FMV) of the stock on the date the op- 
tion is granted. The GEM index when Kingdee In- 
ternational went public on the GEM on February 
15 is much higher than the day on which Kingdee’s 
stock option was granted, which means the stock 
price will have more room to rise, and levy better 
rewards to Kingdee’s employees. 

“Kingdee International will encourage its em- 
ployees to contribute continuous innovation. At the 
same time, the stock option plan will attract more 
managerial and technical talents to join us, so we 
can build the aircraft carrier of China’s software in- 
dustry,” said Kingdee CEO Xu Shaochun. 

Emerson Buys Unit of Huawei 
for $750 Million 

By James Young 

U.S.-based Emerson Electric Co. said on Mon- 
day it paid $750 million in cash for the network 
power supply unit of Chinese telecom equipment 
firm Huawei Technologies in an unusually large 
buyout of a mainland company by a foreign firm. 

The electrical products maker said in a state- 
ment it had bought Huawei’s Avansys Power Co. 
Ltd. unit in south China’s boomtown Shenzhen in a 
bid to develop its business in Asia. 

Emerson already has 10,000 employees in China 
in wholly owned and joint venture manufacturing 
operations. 

Analysts said while foreign firms have made full 
acquisitions of established Chinese companies in 
the past, there have been few deals of this magni- 
tude. More commonly, foreign firms build new op- 
erations in China from the ground up or find local 
joint venture partners. 

Employee owned Huawei, founded in 1988, is 
one of China’s largest telecoms equipment produc- 
ers. According to its website, www.huawei.com.cn, 
the company earned a net profit of $356 million in 

2000 on sales of $2.66 billion, compared with a 1999 
net profit of $154 million on sales of $1.5 billion. 


Alcatel 

Integrates into 
Telecom Giant 

By Zhao Pu 

A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was 
signed Tuesday between the Ministry of Infor- 
mation Industry (Mil) and Alcatel, in creating 
a Company Limited by Shares - Alcatel Shang- 
hai Bell (ASB), by integrating Alcatel’s key opera- 
tions in China with Shanghai Bell. 

Alcatel will hold 50% plus one share in the 
new company, with Chinese entities taking the 
remaining shares. In forming ASB, Alcatel is the 
first international company to establish a Chi- 
nese company limited by shares in the telecom- 
munications sector, and also the first telecom 
equipment supplier to consolidate its businesses 
in China in a single company. 

ASB will more than double the number of re- 
search and development engineers currently in 
Alcatel China, Shanghai Bell and Shanghai Bell 
Alcatel Mobile Communication combined, giving 
it 3,500 engineers in three years time. ASB will 
become one of Alcatel’s major global R&D cen- 
ters. Core technologies to be developed by ASB for 
domestic and global markets include next gener- 
ation fixed and mobile networks. Alcatel expects 
ASB to export more than $1 billion in its first 
three years of operation. 

Paying a total of $312 million for the transac- 
tion, Alcatel will own 50% and one share, an in- 
crease from the current 31.65%. Alcatel China, 
Shanghai Bell and Shanghai Bell Alcatel Mobile 
communication will be integrated into ASB. All of 
Alcatel’s other telecom subsidiaries in China will 
be integrated into ASB within 24 months of its 
establishment. 

“The one share above 50% indicates the symbolic 
predominance of Alcatel over the company, without 
exceeding the limit of foreign ownership,” remarked 
Qin Chijiang, deputy secretary-general of the Chi- 
nese Academy of Finance. 

Commenting on the significance of the trans- 
action, the Dean of the School of Economy and 
Managment of Beijing University of Post and Tele- 
communications, Shu Meiying, told Beijing Today 
that it reflects further opening-up of the govern- 
ment’s policy responding to the forthcoming entry 
into the World Trade Organization (WTO), rather 
than having big influence in the telecommunica- 
tions market in China. “As the market has already 
been widely opened in this section, the shift of the 
company will hardly cause any new alteration to the 
present pattern of the market,” said Shu. 
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AicateVs Chairman and CEO, Serge Tchuruk 
(center) at the conference (Xinhua) 


By Shan Jinliang 

Wang Juntao, considered a pioneer of 
China’s e-commerce by some analysts, 
was made CEO of the newly founded 
Beijing Xidan E-commerce Co. Ltd. on 
October 18. Wang and Xidan Shopping 
Co. Ltd. have jointly invested in the cor- 
poration. 

Wang came to Beijing from Fuzhou 
in early 1999 to cooperate with the new- 
ly set-up Xidan Shopping website for e- 
commerce. “But at that time, we just 
worked together on business issues, dif- 
ferent from our current partnership,” re- 
called Wang. He was appointed CEO of 
8848.net in July 1999, becoming chair- 
man in November the same year. He later resigned 
and became chairman of My8848.net in January 
this year. 

Wang will serve both as director of the board and 
manager at Xidan E-commerce. Liu Xiuling, chair- 
man of the corporation, values Wang’s experience in 


e-commerce and management, as well as 
his ‘firm conviction on the B2C business 
pattern’. 

Wang said the Xidan E-commerce web- 
site is not renowned in the IT industry, 
but is a steady performer in the com- 
mercial arena. He added that one of the 
key features of the new corporation is 
a modern management approach similar 
to that in IT companies, thus facilitating 
communication. 

“I am very pleased to cooperate with 
the new company, and my life and work 
styles remain unchanged,” commented 
Wang in a calm voice. 

Wang Juntao has his own ‘restart’ the- 
ory, saying that China’s Internet is like a computer 
that needs to reboot after crashing. He said his re- 
cent appointment in the new company is like anoth- 
er ‘rebooting’. It seems however that for the moment 
he has enough on his desktop to keep him from 
thinking about any more new starts. 
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Beijing-Hong Kong 
Cooperation Bears Fruit 


By Yang Xiao 

Entrepreneurs from Beijing and 
Hong Kong inked contracts worth some 
$1.32 billion in Beijing on October 
24, testifying to the fact that both 
sides are eager for further cooperation 
against the backdrop of China’s im- 
pending 2008 Olympic Games. 

After a cooperation-seeking sym- 
posium of 2 days, business people 
from Beijing and Hong Kong signed 
30 cooperation projects, in the fields 
of high-tech, industry, tertiary sec- 
tor, real estate, and urban infra- 
structure, among others. There are 
also 21 potential projects valued at 
$670 million that need further nego- 
tiation. 

Big Orders 

On the afternoon of October 24, 
scores of businessmen signed various 
contracts under the gaze of mayor Liu 
Qi. Singapore’s largest public transpor- 
tation services company DelGro Group 
signed a merger contract with Beijing 
Jin Jian Taxi Services Co. Ltd. with 
a value of 137 million yuan. Jin Jian 
boasts 3300 Taxis in Beijing, and the 
new company has 250 million yuan 
total assets. ‘We need to land our 
business in China. The merger is the 
important step,” said Kenneth Ho Siew 
Keong, DelGro (China) GM. 

Ngan Cheung Kan, Chairman of 
Cenwah Holdings Ltd., smiled after 



Hong Kong businessmen see the plans of Olympic Games constructions 
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signing a contract with Mian Hua Pian 
residential community. He topped the 
meeting with the largest real estate 
contract, amounting to $340 million. 
Ngan told Beijing Today , “After half a 
year of negotiation, we finally sit to- 
gether. I think Beijing will give us great 
opportunities as a result of the Olym- 
pic Games.” 

According to one official named Liu 
from Xuanwu District Foreign Eco- 
nomic & Trade Commission, a major- 
ity of real estate projects were settled 


after the meeting. 

Researching Possibilities 

When Patrick Lam was ready to fly 
back to Hong Kong, he told Beijing Today 
he had attained his goals on this Beijing 
trip. Lam serves as assistant GM in one 
of Hong Kong’s top 3 real estate compa- 
nies, New World Development Co. Ltd. 
New World has invested billions of yuan 
into Beijing’s Chongwen district. 

This time Lam’s current project is 
building an exhibition center. He made 
contacts with officials and relevant busi- 


nessmen in Beijing. “This time I just 
want to do some research to judge the 
possibilities of this project. At the sym- 
posium I met the people I wanted to.” 
Digging for Potential 

During the four years after Hong 
Kong’s return to China, Beijing-Hong 
Kong cooperation has been developing 
steadily. Ventures established by Hong 
Kong business people in Beijing have 
reached 6,230, involving a total in- 
vestment of $16 billion, ranking first 
among all other foreign investment. 

High-level officials in Beijing and 
Hong Kong give high expectations 
for the future. “With China’s approach- 
ing entry into the World Trade Orga- 
nization (WTO), cooperation between 
Beijing and Hong Kong is entering a 
new stage, and both sides are able to 
share the advantages of each other in 
more fields for mutual prosperity,” says 
Zhang Mao, Vice-mayor of the Beijing 
Municipal Government. 

Li Zhao, Director of the Beijing 
Municipal Foreign Economic & Trade 
Commission, hoped the two sides could 
seize new opportunities to extend coop- 
eration in areas other than traditional 
industries like tourism, communica- 
tions and passenger transportation. 

The team leader, Hong Kong’s Fi- 
nancial Secretary Donald Tsang, hoped 
the two cities would cooperate further 
in scientific research. 



Sina CEO Daniel Mao and Sohu CEO Charles Zhang sat together. Does shaking hands mean com- 
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promise again < 


Internet Free Age Gone 


By Yang Xiao 

The Internet in China has to struggle for prof- 
its. 6 Internet celebrities and one well-known mar- 
tial arts novelist, Jin Yong, gathered in Hangzhou, 
Zhejiang Province to discuss the future of the net 
on October 22. Every one on the stage agreed that 
the age of free Internet had gone. 

In August Sina.com first announced it would 
promote a kind of fee-based email box. At that 
time many netizens rejected such an email box, 
and one netizen in Chengdu even prepared to 
take legal action on Sina. Simultaneously com- 


petitor Sohu.com grasped the opportunity to 
promote its new free email box. Now Sohu CEO 
Charles Zhang confessed at the meeting that 
taking charges is a better way of life. 

NetEase.com founder William Ding proclaimed 
at the meeting that it was ready to upgrade its 
e-mail systems and charge netizens. B2B portal 
Alibaba.com CEO Ma Yun claimed his platform 
would not be open for free to anyone. 

Sarcastically, the hostess asked the audience 
who would support charges. No hands were 
raised. 


Pioneer Reboots E-commerce in Xidan 
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Market Further Widens 
to Overseas Job Agencies 



The huge population of China offers a great market potential for job agencies 


By Zhao Hongyi 

China is opening her doors to 
foreign job agencies from Decem- 
ber 1 this year, according to a notice 
released last week by the countiy’s 
Ministry of Labor and Social Secu- 
rity (MOLSS), together with the 
State Administration for Industry 
and Commerce (SAIC). Certain con- 
ditions are applicable however. 

This step is taken according to 
the service market access agree- 
ments China reached with member 
states of WTO, of which China is 
believed to be a member by the 
end of this year. 

Specific conditions required 
include: 

1. Foreign agencies can only 
enter the market by establishing 
joint or cooperative ventures. No 
solely owned enterprise will be 
allowed during the first several 
years. It is believed that the require- 
ment is placed under the protection 
clauses of the agreements, which 
permit China to gradually open 
its market, allowing a transitional 
period for adjustment of the coun- 
try’s industry and its adaptation to 
the direct competition to come. 

2. Foreign investors of the 
joint and cooperative ventures 
must have legal status in their 
own countries, must have a busi- 
ness history in the country/region 
where they are registered, and 
must have decent reputations 
before coming to China. 

3. Candidate joint or coopera- 
tive ventures must have no less 
than $300,000 registered capi- 
tal, and no less than 3 qualified 
professionals to work in the ven- 
tures to be established. 

4. The representative offices 
of foreign enterprises and foreign 
chambers of commerce are not 
allowed to open job consultancy or 
related intermediary businesses. 

China has already opened its 


By Zhao Hongyi 

After lengthy discussion, a 
solely foreign owned travel agency 
was established on October 9 in 
Beijing, marking the country’s full 
opening of its travel agency market 
to foreign capital. 

China Travel Service (Hong 
Kong) Ltd., a Hong Kong based 
international travel agency, 
claimed this week in Hong Kong 
that the group’s China Travel 
Service International (CTS Inter- 
national) had registered a new 
independently owned subsidiary 
in Beijing — China Travel Ser- 
vice International Co. Ltd. CTS 
International was formerly China 
Travel Service Group’s (CTS 
Group) branch in Hong Kong, but 
was bought CTS (Hong Kong) 
Ltd. several years ago. Now CTS 
International is the first overseas 
agency to establish a fully inde- 
pendent branch on the Chinese 
mainland. 

At the launching ceremony held 
in Hong Kong, Mr. Che Shujian, 
president of CTS International, 
said that China Travel Service 
International Co. Ltd. will try to 
hold its own among the first five 
of its competitors on the Chinese 
mainland in terms of business 
volume and profit in the coming 
three years. Within the next five 
years it plans to rank among the 
first three. 


human resources market to for- 
eign players from October 1, par- 
ticularly those headhunters for 
professionals. This latest notice 
from MOLSS and SAIC can be 
treated as a follow up step and sup- 
plement to the earlier initiative, 
indicating the country has fur- 
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According to Mr. Zhang Xuewu, 
vice president of CTS Inter- 
national, the newly established 
agency has a registered capital 
of 50 million yuan and will for- 
mally open for business from the 
beginning of next year. But as to 
how many outlets will be built on 
the Chinese mainland, and how 
much capital will be invested in 
this regard, Mr. Zhang declined to 
provide concrete figures. 

Also, according to sources from 
CTS International, the group has 
a total of 1.2 billion yuan of liquid 
capital, which provides ample 
room for further development. 
Stock listing is the long-term 
target for the newly founded com- 
pany. CTS International will not, 
however, make any purchase or 
merger at present on the Chinese 
mainland. 

But reports say China Travel 
Service (Hong Kong) Ltd. has 
prepared a total of more than 2 
billion Hong Kong dollars cash 
for possible purchase of travel 
agencies on the Chinese main- 
land. The Hong Kong travel ser- 
vice giant has already bought 
half a dozen small agencies in 
Fujian province. More purchases 
will be carried out in China’s 
southern cities and provinces, 
such as Shanghai, Guangdong 
and Hainan. Beijing is also part 
of the purchasing blueprint. 


ther opened its human resources 
market from top talent right down 
to low-skilled labor. 

According to statistics, by the 
end of the year 2000, more than 
37 00 intermediaries emerged in the 
country’s human resources market. 
More than 150 thousand agencies 


By Zhao Hongyi 

Beijing is experiencing a con- 
struction boom in housing and 
infrastructure, indicating a great 
potential market for iron and 
steel, particularly after the city’s 
successful bid to host the 2008 
Olympics. The ‘iron cake’ market 
of the city’s construction indus- 
try has whetted the appetites of 
businesses both from home and 
abroad. 

During the “China Interna- 
tional Steel Construction Expo” 
held on October 15-17 at Beijing 
International Conference Center, 
more than 100 exhibitors pre- 
sented their most advanced tech- 
nologies and products to visitors in 
an effort to secure a portion of the 
emerging market. 

Displayed products at the 
exhibition covered structural 


and 1.5 million staff are involved 
in this business. Almost 100 thou- 
sand persons received evaluation, 
and one million more received tech- 
nical training courses from these 
domestic agencies. 

Last year, more than 10 thou- 
sand human resources exchange 


steel, accessories and linking 
products, construction board 
material, heat proof material, 
steel structure processing equip- 
ment, checking equipment, 
designing, analyses, CAD, instal- 
lation technology and equipment, 
maintenance and protection tech- 
nology. 

Shanghai Baoshan Iron & Steel 
Co. Ltd., Beijing Shougang Iron & 
Steel Co. Ltd., Liaoning Anshan 
Iron & Steel Group Corporation, 
and Sichuan Panzhihua Iron & 
Steel Group Co., as well as pro- 
ducers and business handlers of 
over 20 countries and regions 
around the world occupied the 
exhibition hall with their prod- 
ucts and posters. 

Currently, China’s annual con- 
sumption of iron and steel for 
construction use is at 3 million 


Photo by Zhuang Jian 

fairs were held with 480 thou- 
sand employment organizations 
and 115 million visitors partic- 
ipating. In addition, the on-line 
human resources market has also 
developed rapidly with 547 pro- 
fessional websites and 60 million 
visitors annually. 


tons. But the number is expected 
to climb to 6-7 million tons by 
2005, provided the annual eco- 
nomic growth stays at 7-10 per- 
cent, according to Mr. Jin Shanxi, 
member of the organizing com- 
mittee of the exhibition and the 
metallurgical industry sub-coun- 
cil of China Council for the Pro- 
motion of International Trade 
(CCPIT). 

Pohang Iron & Steel Co. Ltd. 
(POSCO), the world’s second larg- 
est steel manufacturer from South 
Korea, brought products to the 
exhibition from both the parent 
company in South Korea and its 
joint ventures in China. 

“We are fully convinced that 
the potential market for iron and 
steel in Beijing and China as a 
whole is huge,” said the head of 
POSCO delegate. 


Foreign Investors 
Soon Allowed 
to Sell Chinese 
Company Shares 

By Zhao Hongyi 

Foreign investors aiming at 
collecting money for financing 
will be allowed to sell their 
shares of Chinese enterprises 
and Sino-foreign joint ventures 
on the Chinese stock markets in 
Shanghai and Shenzhen. Cur- 
rencies they are allowed to take 
out of the country include Ren- 
minbi yuan, Hong Kong dollar 
and US dollar. 

Laura Cha, vice chairwoman 
of China Security Regulatory 
Commission (CSRC), the watch- 
dog of China’s securities market, 
made these remarks at the 
APEC senior official meeting 
prior to the APEC Summit held 
October 20-21 in Shanghai. 

According to Ms. Cha, neces- 
sary laws and regulations are 
in drafting and expected to be 
adopted quite soon, 

According to Ms. Cha, a 
number of foreign investors are 
in consultation with CSRC for 
permission to sell the shares 
in their hands. These investors 
include the Bank of East Asia 
Ltd., Hong Kong and Shanghai 
Banking Corporation Ltd. 
(HSBC) and Unilever. 

Further reforms are 
expected to allow foreign 
funded companies to trade and 
be listed on the Chinese stock 
markets. 

Microsoft Plans More 
Investment in Beijing 

By Zhao Hongyi 

Bill Gates, Chairman of 
Microsoft, confirmed his commit- 
ment to increase investment in 
Beijing. 

In an interview with the 
reporter from Beijing Daily during 
the APEC Business CEO summit 
last week, Gates expressed his 
confidence in the economic devel- 
opment of Beijing, particularly 
after the city’s successful bid to 
host the 2008 Olympics. 

“Globally, we will increase 
the total investment for research 
and development by 15 percent, 
of which a great portion will be 
used to accelerate the growth 
and further development of the 
Microsoft China R&D Center in 
Beijing. The research and prod- 
uct developing focuses will also 
be expanded from the current 
software designing and pro- 
fessional training courses to 
voice-reading technologies and 
other new IT products,” said Mr. 
Gates. 


Chinese Hinterland Awaits 7-Eleven Convenience 

The huge market may be divided into several parts for access 


By Zhao Hongyi 

American chain store 7-Eleven is confidently 
marching into the Chinese hinterland, after an 
initial landing in Shenzhen in 1992. The first 
target is Beijing. But due to the vast size of the 
country, 7-Eleven intends to split the market 
among its regional agents in Asia. 

In its first venture in China in 1992, 
7-Eleven was led by Hong Kong Milk Diary 
Co. Ltd., its agent in Hong Kong. Up till now, 
61 7-Eleven chain stores have already opened 
in Shenzhen and Guangzhou. In January this 
year, the Guangdong provincial government 
granted the Hong Kong agent permission to 
open a total of 350 7-Eleven chain stores in 
the province. The group declared it would 
establish a further 300 stores in South China, 
outside of Guangdong. 

Now the market focus has shifted to 
Beijing. So far, the Beijing municipal govern- 
ment holds a positive attitude to the pres- 
ence of 7-Eleven in the city, because it is in 
line with the local government’s intention to 
restructure and modernize the city’s commer- 
cial outlets in the downtown area. 

“We welcome 7-Eleven, no matter which 
agent comes,” said Mr. Liang Wei, director gen- 
eral of the Beijing Municipal Commercial Com- 
mission, the policy regulator and supervisor of 
the city’s commercial business. 



Photo by Zhuang Jian 


Currently, four 7-Eleven agents are vying 
for China’s capital. They are: Hong Kong Milk 
Diary Co. Ltd., President Chain Store Corpora- 
tion from Taiwan, Chia Tai Group from Thai- 
land, and Ito Yokado Co. Ltd. from Japan. 

Out of the four, only Japanese retail giant 


Ito Yokado has talked to the press. 

“After many years of running at a loss, 
the American 7-Eleven has been almost on 
the verge of bankruptcy. Now, Ito Yokado is 
its real owner, and Mr. Toshifumi Suzuki, our 
president and CEO, is the chairman of the 
board of 7-Eleven,” Mr. Feng Chaoyu, busi- 
ness director of Ito Yokado Beijing office, told 
our reporter. 

“Ito Yokado is mainly focused on the 
megastore retail market in China at present. 
We are glad that the three other companies 
are so eager to bring 7-Eleven to Beijing. 
But the final picture, we think, should be 
shared by the four of us. You have to remem- 
ber that Ito Yokado has the final decision 
making right,” said Mr. Feng. 

In fact, a number of new chain store 
names, either fully domestically funded or 
joint ventures, have appeared in China’s 
big cities. They include the newly opened 
Beatrice chain stores in Beijing, Kedi chain 
stores and Hualian-Lawson chain stores in 
Shanghai, 7-Eleven, AMPM and OK chain 
stores in Guangzhou and Shenzhen. It is 
expected that 7 -Eleven’s expansion will bring 
in a full set of business management concepts, 
commodities logistic supplying systems, and 
new financial management concepts for com- 
mercial chain outlets. 



Fully Foreign Funded 
Travel Agency Opened in Beijing 
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Beijing Promoting 
Itself Overseas 


By Sun Ming 

The US owned International 
Herald Tribune is running a trav- 
el competition sponsored by the 
Beijing Tourism Administration. 
Winners will get the opportunity 
to visit Beijing for free next April. 

The International Herald Tri- 
bune, founded in 1887, is issued 
in some 180 countries around the 
world and attracts readers at the 
top end of the pay scale. 

Beijing is a pioneer among 
Chinese cities in terms of explor- 
ing international tourist mar- 
kets. According to Li Jicheng, 
director of the international mar- 
kets office of the Beijing Tourism 
Administration, it isn’t the first 


time for Beijing to sponsor such 
competitions in foreign media. 

In the past two years, Beijing 
has also advertised its top tour- 
ist attractions in Japan’s Asahi 
Shimbun 0 #rlTl), Yomiuri (1^ 
##W]), the newspapers of Paris 
and Berlin. 

Meanwhile outdoor advertise- 
ments for Beijing attract people’s 
eyes in many cities around the 
world. 

In the subway station of To- 
kyo, on double-decker buses in 
London, on electric trams in Vi- 
enna, people can see images of 
the Great Wall, the Temple of 
Heaven, and other famous land- 
marks of the Chinese capital. 



APEC Boosts Popularity of 
Chinese Style Clothing 


By Su Wei 

“Do you have any flower clus- 
tered brocade?” Since APEC lead- 
ers posed for photos in traditional 
Chinese style clothing, the sale of 
brocade has increased sharply at 
Daxin Textile Shop. 

According to the manager, their 
tailors are kept busy these days 
making Chinese style clothing for 
clients. 

Sales of Chinese style clothing 
are up and it is largely due to the 
promotional boost it received at 
the APEC Conference, says Shan 
Fanghui, Vice Secretary-General 


of the Beijing Clothing & Textile 
Industrial Association 

Improvements have been made 
in the design of Chinese style 
clothing tailored or sold in the cur- 
rent market. Waistline and shoul- 
der pads have been added, and 
the style of a loose lower hem 
as seen in western garments has 
been adopted. 

Some tailors predict red or di- 
amond-blue will take off as fash- 
ionable colors for the Chinese style 
clothing, because most of the lead- 
ers chose those two colors at the 
just concluded APEC conference. 


Medical Researcher 
Sentenced to Death over Drugs 
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By Su Wei 

Liu Yingquan, a researcher 
and teacher at the China Acade- 
my of Traditional Chinese Medi- 
cine, was sentenced to death for 
manufacturing and selling ille- 
gal drugs on October 24. 

59-year-old Liu Yingquan used 


his extensive medical knowledge 
to develop a kind of drug that po- 
lice say they had never encoun- 
tered prior to seizing some 400 
such red capsules from another 
drug dealer. 

The main component of the 
drug was later shown to be meth- 
adone, a state controlled sub- 
stance. 

Liu admitted to his crime 
without any resistance. He said 
he would not have become a crim- 
inal if he had not spent money on 
living with his lover. 

In order to increase his in- 
come, he started to develop drugs, 
and asked some acquaintances 
to sell them. More than 70,000 
capsules were discovered when 
public security officers searched 
the home of his lover. 
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Pop Concert? No, English Class! 


More than 20, 000 people shout- 
ed and waved their hands fol- 
lowing Li Yang in the Capital 
Stadium on the evening of Octo- 
ber 20. 

Li Yang, initiator of Lan- 
guage Cracking System and 
founder of Stone-Cliz, Interna- 
tional English Promotion Work- 


shop has attracted many fans 
with his lively style of English 
teaching. 

The English learning system 
emphasizes shouting and ges- 
turing, unlike traditional ap- 
proaches that focus on such old 
fashioned concepts as vocabu- 
lary and grammar. (Su Wei ) 



Michael Primont, the man 
behind Cherry lane movies 



Before the film was shown, 
the reporter interviewed some 
viewers, here are some of their 
comments: 

“We’ve been coming for over a year. 
This is my tenth or twelfth, something 
like that. (The films are) very enjoyable 
and most of them are very well done. 
I’ve probably only seen one or two that 
I didn’t really care for. My favorite is 
Zhang Yimou’s Not One Less... I like 
them (Chinese films) very much. I think 
they are quite professional. The acting 
for the most part is very very good... I 
think Michael Primont is wonderful for 
doing this. I try to come each time he 
shows a film.” 

- A woman who declined to give her 
name 

“This is my first time. I know they 
are all Chinese movies with English 
subtitles. I think it’ll be interesting to 
hear direct translations and get to know 
more about Chinese movies and by the 
way more culture as well... I’ve been in 
Beijing for two and a half years. The 
tickets are expensive (RMB50) so I’ve 
never come before. Finally I got around 
to doing this.” 

- Dwayne Doty, Academic Manager 
of Beijing 21st Century Times Educa- 
tion Centre 

“We come here because the films 
about China are very interesting. I’ve 
come five or six times... I think it’s a 
good thing... I liked ‘The Making of the 
Atomic Bomb’ ... Chinese history is very 
interesting. In western movies you don’t 
get to see very much about China... It’s 
also interesting to see what the direc- 
tors’ thinking behind these (movies)... I 
saw Shower in New Zealand before we 
came. We like that one.” 

- Wayne Farmer 


By Ivy Zhang 

Last Friday night the 
hit movie Shower screened 
at the theatre of the Sino- 
Japanese Youth Exchange 
Center. 

The movie is set in a 
bathhouse hidden in one of 
Beijing’s hutongs. The bath- 
house serves as a home- 
away-ff om-home for a group 
of mostly older men, who 
pass the days drinking tea, 
playing chess or gambling 
when they’re not soaking in 
the big tiled tubs. 

What made this screen- 
ing special was that the 
audience were all from the 
international community 
in Beijing. 

The organizer of the 
event, Michael Primont, 
has been described as “the 
ambassador of Chinese 
film.” 

Primont, the managing 
director of American com- 
pany Cherry Lane Music, 
shows Chinese films with 
English subtitles on a big 
screen three Fridays ev- 
ery month. More than 200 
people usually attend each 
show. Sometimes, the di- 
rector, producer and ac- 
tors come along and chat 
with the audience after the 
movie. 

In 1994, soon after Pri- 
mont arrived in China he 
met a woman who was 
showing Chinese movies 
to foreigners on a casual 
basis. 

Learning that Primont 
was in the entertainment 
business, the woman asked 


him for help. Primont glad- 
ly agreed. “I was very in- 
terested because it was 
something new. I didn’t 
know anything about Chi- 
nese films back then,” Pri- 
mont recalls, adding that 
the only Chinese movie he 
had seen prior to his arriv- 
al here was Raise the Red 
Lantern. 

A year later, the wom- 
an left China, leaving Pri- 
mont to carry on alone. He 
says nowadays, the only 
difficulty he experiences is 
finding good movies with 
English subtitles. 

According to Primont, 
foreigners like the films on 
three levels - to watch good 
movies, to practice their 
Chinese by listening and 
seeing the translation in 
subtitles, and to see plac- 
es they would never know 
about otherwise. 

Regarding Chinese 
films, Primont says they 
are often sentimental and 
bring the audience to tears. 
“Chinese films are a little 
bit like Chinese food; pun- 
gent and spicy,” says he. 

“I often hear Chinese 
people say, oh, foreigners 
only like to see the broken 
down side of China. That’s 
not true. We foreigners 
want to see what life is 
here, the intimate life, from 
the inside, and one way to 
see the inside is through 
the eyes of film directors.” 

For movie schedules, 
check the movie column on 
our Info page (page 15). 


About 200 foreigners come along to each screening 
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School Sued 
in Privacy Case 


By Su Wei 

A 16-year-old boarder at 
Beijing 21st Experimental School, 
together with her parents, recent- 
ly made a claim in the Haidian 
District Court against her school 
for damages amounting to more 
than 860,000 yuan. 

According to the girl’s parents, 
their daughter Liu often corre- 
sponded with a young Arabian 
man who studies in Lanzhou, 
Gansu province. 

At the end of March this year, 
she asked her teacher to send 
a letter for her to the friend. 
There is no mailbox in the school 
and boarding students are not al- 
lowed to leave the school during 
the week. 

However Liu subsequently 
didn’t get a response from her 
friend, and Liu guessed that her 


teacher might have confiscated 
the letter. 

Fearing that the teacher might 
read the letter in front of her 
classmates or give it to her par- 
ents, she ran away from school 
and took a plane to Lanzhou the 
following day. 

Three days later, Liu’s teach- 
er phoned her parents and told 
them she was missing. 

When the parents went to 
the school, he met them and 
showed them the letter, from 
which they learned Liu’s where- 
abouts. They promptly flew to 
Lanzhou where they eventually 
found their daughter. 

However back to Beijing, suf- 
fering from a loss of self-esteem, 
Liu changed totally. She stayed 
at home all day and refused to 
eat or drink. 


The parents insist that the 
boarding school should be respon- 
sible for students when they are 
at school. Furthermore, opening 
Liu’s letter was an invasion of 
her privacy. 

Meanwhile Liu’s teacher and 
the school presented a different 
version of the incident. 

The teacher insists that he 
forgot to send the letter and 
opened it only to discover Liu’s 
whereabouts after she went 
missing. 

The school maintains that 
they are not responsible for Liu’s 
running away, and say the letter 
was opened after she ran away. In 
their view, Liu should be held re- 
sponsible for anything resulting 
from her own misconduct, and 
therefore refuse to pay any com- 
pensation. 


More Qualified 
for Entry to WTO 

By Su Wei 

83,000 civil servants will un- 
dergo training programs and ex- 
ams on WTO knowledge at the end 
of this month, says the Beijing Per- 
sonnel Bureau. 

A number of domestic experts 
have been invited to compile the 
teaching materials for the Semi- 
nars on the Fundamental Knowl- 
edge on Entry to WTO — 
Opportunity & Challenge. The em- 
phasis of the training will be on 
application on international trade 
in goods and services, intellectual 
patents and anti-dumping. 

Civil servants in different sec- 
tors such as trade and culture 
will participate in different train- 
ing programs. 

Meanwhile, 99,000 civil servants 
are required to undertake English 
training, computer-aided adminis- 
tration and a computer qualifica- 
tion exams in the near future. 

Bird of Prey 
Help Center 
Established 

By Su Wei 

The first Bird of Prey Help 
Center in China has been estab- 
lished at Beijing Normal Univer- 
sity. It is the first time that US 
and Chinese specialists have co- 
operated to save the lives of in- 
jured rare birds of prey. 

According to wild life special- 
ists, Beijing is on the migration 
route of many rare birds, some 
of which are caught by bird trad- 
ers, lured by the prospect of large 
profits. Often these birds are in- 
jured by the traps used by the il- 
legal traders, and until now, they 
had little prospect of receiving 
timely medical treatment. 

The newly established center 
will adopt advanced scientific tech- 
niques to help, cure and return the 
injured birds of prey to the wild. 

Recently two groups of Chi- 
nese specialists visited help cen- 
ters in California, where they 
studied such techniques with 
American wild life specialists. 



The winning designers 


Photo by Zhang Tong 

Children Dream up 
Cars of the Future 

By Sun Ming 

What will the cars of the fu- 
ture look like? Will they differ 
from the current models? 

More than 2,000 primary 
school students have presented 
their ideas for cars in a painting 
competition held by Toyota and 
Beijing Children’s Weekly. 

In these children’s minds, cars 
of the future will fly through out- 
er space, ‘swim’ in the sea, and 
even can be carried like a suit- 
case. The imagination of the par- 
ticipating children has gone far 
beyond the expectation of the or- 
ganizers. 

According to the manager of 
Toyota in China, he will bring the 
fancy paintings back for “research”. 
Perhaps, these imaginary cars will 
actually appear in the future. 



Photo by Shang Hua 


Bird Linguist 

By Chen Ying 

Some foreign visitors have fun 
learning Mandarin from a par- 
rot. Under its patient tutoring, 
they finally mastered the correct 
pronunciation. 

The photo was taken in a gar- 
den in Changchun Street. 

According to its elderly owner, 
the smart fellow, named Liaoge, 
has acquired quite an extensive 
vocabulary in just two years. “Lit- 
tle boy sits in the doorway, think- 
ing of his intended bride” is his 
favorite line. 
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Liang Wanshan - sentenced to five years’ impris- 
onment Photo by Hu Xin/Yao Amuffiin 


Murder? 


Shanghai man executes long-suffering mother 


By Sun Ming 

The defendant of the 
first euthanasia case 
in Shanghai has been 
sentenced to five years . 

L iang Wanshan, 67, 
lived with his 92-year- 
old mother Zhang Xi- 
uying . But on April 8 this 
year, his mother collapsed 
unconscious at home. After 
more than 50 days’ hospital 
treatment, Zhang could still 
not eat, speak or move her 
body She was diagnosed as 
having suffered a serious ce- 
rebral hemorrhage, with no 
chance of recovery 

Liang, a bachelor, never- 
theless devoted nearly all his 
energy and money to a recov- 
ery He persisted in caring 
for his mother at hospital. 
Each day as he helped to 
turn over his mother’s body, 
he watched her grimace. 

It was during this process 
of attending to his mother, 
Liang first had the idea of 
euthanasia. He said he want- 
ed to stop his mother’s suf- 
fering and also to reduce his 
own burden. With the per- 
mission of doctors, Liang took 
his mother home on May 30. 
On the second morning, he 
electrocuted his mother to 
death. After several attempts 
at suicide, Liang handed him- 
self over to the police. 

Chinese law does not per- 
mit euthanasia and so ac- 
cording to the law, Liang 
should be sentenced for mur- 
der. Taking into consider- 
ation Liang’s previous sound 
care for his mother and his 
surrender to the police, the 
court sentenced him to 5 
years’ imprisonment. 

The case has attracted 
many different opinions: 

Zhang Lijian, vice director, 
surgery department, Beijing 
Cancer Hospital 

I strongly disagree with 
Liang’s action. He should be 


sentenced. I don’t want to 
say more about euthanasia. 
What I want to say is al- 
leviative treatment should 
only be targeted at hopeless 
cases. As a passive therapy, 
alleviative treatment means 
doctors will not provide these 
patients with any more med- 
icine as it’s no longer useful, 
but will give them tranquil- 
izers to relieve their pain. 

We hope these patients can 
live without pain. It’s more im- 
portant for these hopeless cas- 
es to enjoy a higher quality 
of life, not just a lengthening 
of their life. Certainly, allevia- 
tive treatment should be per- 
mitted by patients and their 
relatives. I have to indicate al- 
leviative treatments are not 
euthanasia, but a kind of pas- 
sive therapy. 


Yuan Chongguan, a doctor, 
post Ph.D., Third Military 
Medical University 

I often talk about eutha- 
nasia with my colleague. We 
also have different opinions, 
but most of us don’t think 
that euthanasia should be 
absolutely forbidden. As a 
doctor, I often face patients 
with an incurable disease. It 
is agony for them to live be- 
cause they have to endure 
desperate pain every day. 
And to cure them, their rel- 
atives have to spend large 
amounts of money and ener- 
gy. Knowing the impossibili- 
ty of recovery, some patients 
ask us doctors to stop treat- 
ment. At this time, what we 
can do is to adopt alleviative 
treatment. 

But some patients dog- 


gedly seek euthanasia as 
they want to die quickly. 
They don’t want to add bur- 
den to their relatives any 
more. Even though I ba- 
sically agree with euthana- 
sia, I have to indicate that 
the adoption of euthanasia 
would result in the reduc- 
tion of valuable clinical expe- 
rience for us doctors. That’s 
a disadvantage to the devel- 
opment of medicine. 

Liu Huiping, lawyer, China 
University of Political Sci- 
ence and Law 

Euthanasia is an issue 
that refers to the existence 
rights of a person. Up to 
now, a law hasn’t appeared 
in China and only Holland 
has passed such a euthana- 
sia law. As for me, I back eu- 


thanasia. If hopeless cases 
require euthanasia and it is 
applied on an individual ba- 
sis, doctors shouldn’t refuse. 
We should make a law to es- 
tablish the legality of eutha- 
nasia because people have 
the right to finish their own 
lives. 

Zhang Jianhua, lawyer, Xin 
Yuan Law Office 

It’s very cruel of Liang to 
kill his mother with electric- 
ity. What Liang did can’t be 
seen as euthanasia. I don’t 
think it’s time to make laws 
about euthanasia in China. 
We haven’t established rel- 
evant regulations about 
euthanasia, which need pop- 
ular debate and practical 
investigation. Many other 
more important and more 


urgent laws need to be made, 
not euthanasia. 

Chen Yiyun, researcher, Chi- 
nese Academy of Social Sci- 
ences 

I don’t think this is a eu- 
thanasia case. What Liang 
did to his mother is murder. 
He didn’t ask her permission 
and the method he adopted 
is very brutal. 

As to euthanasia, I ba- 
sically disagree with it. Be- 
cause of some backward 
people in our society and 
other causes, it’s too early to 
talk about euthanasia today 
in China. For example, some 
people with hidden inten- 
tions are likely to make use 
of euthanasia to kill their 
relatives for property. Even 
if we one day adopt eu- 
thanasia, hospitals should 
only accept the dependents’ 
permission after permission 
from the patients them- 
selves. The relatives them- 
selves shouldn’t haven’t the 
right to perform it. 

Kun Fei, editor, declined to 
name publication 

My mother died of rec- 
tum cancer in 1992. She had 
to endure the incurable dis- 
ease for five years until her 
death. Facing disaster, the 
first idea that flashed in my 
mind was to try our best to 
save her life from the evil of 
cancer. 

I deeply loved my mother. 
Hoping to save her, I spent 
nearly all my savings, even 
though there was not one 
sign of improvement. How- 
ever, gradually, I wished my 
mother could be euthanized. 
She suffered such horrible 
pain, especially in the two 
months before her death. 
The pain made her cry irre- 
pressibly. Every time I heard 
the cry, I felt extremely bit- 
ter. It’s a feeling I shall carry 
forever in my heart that my 
mother died in agony. 


BOuSD 


“ Martin McGuinness 
and I have held discus- 
sions with the IRA and 
we have put to the IRA 
the view that if it could 
make a ground break- 
ing move on the arms is- 
sue this could save the 
peace process from col- 
lapse.” 

— Gerry Adams, presi- 
dent, Sinn Fein 

“We are just trying to 
make sure people under- 
stand that if there is any 
risk ...we would rather 
err on the side of over- 
reacting ... because we 
don’t have a whole lot 
of time with inhalation- 
al anthrax. But if you 
see anything that has 
any dust or pollen that 
is suspicious, the first 
thing you do is set the let- 
ter aside, go wash with 
hot water and soap.” 

— Tommy Thompson, 
US Health and Human 
Services Secretary 

“For EMC, they need- 
ed a way of getting their 
low-end product to mar- 
ket. That’s where they 
were getting beaten. For 
Dell, it’s a higher-mar- 
gin product, so I think 
that’s very good.” 

— Marc Klee, portfolio 
manager, John Hancock 
Technology Fund, after 
Dell Computer and da- 
tastorage systems mak- 
er EMC announced 
their cooperation on 
mid-range storage ma- 
chines 

By Chen Ying 




BEIJING TAPAY 




lit f . ■ -t 4 «. . * f » ( a a k ) » a « * t -t 4 *» 4- 

Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, which 
is pressed every Friday is a new adversing special one for the 
realesiate and relative industries. The English Edition is del- 
vered whit the newspaper so the media advantage is very ob- 
vious. Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, 
aiming at the adver User's requests for the more pertinence, let 
the poi icy-makcrs read the relative content directly and try to 
reach the most advertisement effectiveness 

HOT TEL: 139 104 19797 84014823 
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WARWICK INTERNATIONAL 
APARTMENTS 

Were we do our job... So you can do yours. 

Special recommended villa at Lido are 
$6000/29spm/3br/fully furnished 

TEL:(01 0)671 51 166 ext.3005/3006 
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You Couldn't 

Address yourself Better in Beijing 
Clients may also enjoy the 
folloowing benefits: 

#24-hour room service 
#Undergound Parking 
#Business Centre 

#15% discount at best on food &bev- 
erage, shopping and recreational area 

Cal use now to arrange for 
a site inspection to find 
out more. 

Mr.Ashley Wong, Property Manager at 

Tel:(86-10)65973388ext:1400 
Fax:186-18165978182 



CHINA LIFE TOWER 




Enquiry hotline: 

65886868 

Developer: 

Beijing Zhong Bat 
xin Real Estate 
deveiop-ment Ltd 

Designer: 

RTKL Company 
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Dart Foreign Affaires 
Management Office 

* Yard architecture whih European style 
* sufficient parking space, convenient traffic, complete facilities 
and offering service around the day 
**Dart Commkerce Office 
l.it is located between CBD center and Guomao 
2 .favourable price : RMB 3 -4yuan/s quaremeter/ day 
3.teiephone number:65032597 or 64951817 
**Dart Commkerce Garden 
1 .it is located in the New Olympic sphere and it is betwee foreign ac- 
count office and the Chinese-Japannese Hospital 

2. favourable price:RMB 2.8-3.5yuan/squaremeter/day 

3. telephone number:65032097 or 65032598 

My compay also has open separate foreign of-fice building with 
15000 square meter to be sold(Including property right).It is located 
in north-eastern comer of SiyuanBridge. 


ft# tgj£ SCITECH HOTEL 

BUSINESS FLOOR ON LINE 

Business Floor Standard Room: USD98+15%SC 
Business Floor Suite: USD138+15%SC 

Business Floor Duplex Suite: USD300+15%SC 

Express check in &check out Free use 3DDS Internet Lines 

One free buffet in CoffeeShop per day Dailynewspaper&Magazine Free use 
swimming pool, GYM and sauna Free income faxes 

Daily happy hours :(1 7:30- 18:30) Welcome amenities on arrival 

One piece free pressing per day 

ADD:No.22Jianguomen wai Avenue, 
Beijing 10004P.R.China 
Tel: 8610-65123388 

Fax: 8610-65123542 
E-mail:sthotel@w.com.cn 





OToSouth of LanDao building, if snew 
building 

OArea:3500m2-4000m2,430spm/per 

floor 

OThis building is available to Bank, Nego- 
tiable Securities,Business Center, res- 
taurant etc. 

O 24hours security & hot water 

Tel: 65958081 65958060 

Mobil: 13701350511 

13910890956 

Add:No.38 Chao Wai avenue 
Chao Yang district Beijing 


BEIJING AMBASSADOR MANSION 

Ambassabdor Mansion 
Good News! 

Newly decored apartments and offices 
Apartment styles Available! 

Range from 1 bedroom to 4 bedroom 

USDIOOO/month up 

Office Styles 

Nex area from 20m2-1600m2 

Ambassador Mansion 

is an excellent choice for your business 

or life For more information 

Call US at 010-64384093 
or fax on 010-64380148 


LONGTAN APARTMENTS 
from$500/month. 34-110 sq.m 
(studio, 1 -2bedrooms) 

Fully furnished with satellite 
TV,IDDappliances. 

24hour hot water, security, 
plentiful parking 
. near the Temple of Heaven, 
Chongwen District 

call now for more details. 
67115358 67128749 


City Plaza(Phasel)And 
Palace International 

Address: 3 A, Shi Lipu,Chaoyang District, Beijing, China 
Transportation: convenientlyclosetoChaoyangRoad, Jingtong 

Express Way, and Ciyunsi Bridge of the 4th Ring Road 
Services :Receptionist(Lobby), Tickets, Room Service, HomeMaid. 

Room Cleaning, Home Appliance Repairs, and Flowers. 

Rental Returns: usD9oo.oo-22ooper month 

Current Occupation Rate: offices: ioo%:De P artment 95 . 7 % 

Business Tax: 0 . 4 % 

Management F ees : PalaceIntemational:RMB800 per square me- 
ter per month for Cleaning, Security(in-door and out-door) Vegetation, Eleva- 
tors,Elevators,Minor Repairs,Room. 

HOT TEL65561798 


Sunflower Tower 

®IAJ! 

Investors: Philipp Holzmann Anlagen Gmbh 
location: No.37,Maizidian Street, Chaoyang District, Beijing Next] 
to the LiangMa Hotel.Located atthe East3rdRing Road 
Area: 817square meters(based on architectural area)on24th Floor 
ASklliy rent: USD28/month/sqm(gross including management) 
Communication: supplied nodes IDD lines and 4MB of Capacit^ 
ISDN is availabie 

Elevator: 10KONE elevators HVAC System: Four-pipe system 
Amenities: Busines center, Exhibition facilities, Retail space 
Existing Tenants: Walt Disney, BASY,KONE,E-turtle Nex 
work 

Tel:85275696-608 


, $s 

64055786 

this newspaper's perennial legal adviser:Beijing jingtai law office 

undertaking mostly: 

1 ,real estate business that buy , rent and manage kinds of licences in Beijing; 

2, foreign cases , maritime , finance , bond, important and difficult affiairs; 

3 , debt, economy contract, foreign marriage cases, criminal defense; 

4, notarizations; 

5, holding perennial legal advisers for foreign enterprises, providing legal assistance; 

6, providing law, regulations and contract versions in any languages 0 

TEL:86-10-83511218 FAX:86-10-83525557 

http://www.venus-law.com e-mail:jt@venus-law.com 
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By Chen Ying 

A mobile blood donation vehicle has been set up on the campus of Northern Jiaotong University since September 28, 
allowing students to participate in voluntary blood donation without leaving the campus. So many students gathered on 
the front of the vehicle on the first day that the Beijing Red Cross had to send another vehicle. 


Blood Is Always 


Positive situation in some cities 

Voluntary blood donation has at- 
tracted more and more attention in Chi- 
na since the government published the 
Blood Donation Law on October 1st, 
1998. Great progress has been achieved 
since that time. In many cities, such as 
Shenzhen, Qingdao, Zunyi, Harbin and 
Xi’an, all voluntary blood donation now 
takes place in such mobile blood donat- 
ing vehicles. 

Before the 1980s, government blood 
collecting stations and individual paid 
blood donations were the major two 
sources of blood collection in China. Since 
the beginning of 1980s, the government 
has introduced a series of policies to at- 
tract more people to donate blood, such 
as offering paid vacations etc. 

But many people remained reluctant 
to donate blood. Irrational fears and su- 
perstitions about giving ones blood still 
held sway over many people. To keep in 
step with developed countries, and pro- 
mote the concept of blood donation, the 
government set down the Blood Dona- 
tion Law of the PRC. 

In many cities these days, it’s com- 
mon to see and hear reports about vol- 
untary blood donation in all kinds of 
media. People are beginning to accept 
the new idea, and gradually coming to 
understand the importance of voluntary 
blood donation. 

More opportunities for voluntary 
blood donation 

In Beijing, the number of people do- 
nating blood at mobile vehicles has in- 
creased almost twenty-fold in the period 
from January to September this year, 
compared with the same period last 
year, according to the Beijing Blood Do- 
nation Office. 

There are currently more than 20 
blood donation vehicles working in the 


streets of Beijing from 10a.m. to 6p.m. 
every day except Mondays and holi- 
days. 

Promotion of voluntary blood do- 
nation 

To encourage voluntary blood dona- 
tions, the Beijing Blood Donation Office 
has issued 500 videocassettes and 100 
thousand VCDs, and more than 20 pro- 
fessionals have been invited to give lec- 
tures which are broadcast on TV and 
radio. 

An information hotline has been set 
up (8008107878), and people can also 
get information through the Internet, at 
www.bjxxw.com/shouye/index.htm. Ad- 
vertising has been put on 100 buses, on 
23 routes in Beijing. 

The amount of blood collected by the 
mobile blood donation vehicles amounts 
to nearly forty percent of the total 
collected in Beijing, the rest comes 
from various companies and adminis- 
trations. 

It’s well known that Beijing has 13.1 
million citizens. There are more than 
400 hospitals in Beijing that use more 
than 300 thousand units of blood (equiv- 
alent to 60 tons) every year, so it’s vital 
to raise the public’s awareness about 
the importance of voluntary blood dona- 
tions. 

Problems still to tackle 

More males than females give blood 
at the mobile donation centers, accord- 
ing to the Beijing Red Cross Blood Cen- 
ter. And people aged 18 to 30 accounted 
for 86% of the total donors between Jan- 
uary and June. Workers and students 
are the main donors. How to adapt 
methods to attract other sections of so- 
ciety is a key point to be solved in the 
future. 

According to Beijing Red Cross Blood 


Center, the quantity of blood donated 
is also different for different places and 
different times. It will be more conve- 
nient for donors if the blood donation ve- 
hicles can be found in busy areas, such 
as business and commercial districts. 

Increasing voluntary blood dona- 
tions depends on two important 
conditions 

The first is the administration must 
provide the most convenient, consider- 
ate and comfortable atmosphere for do- 
nors to give blood. The second is the 
developing policies to encourage dona- 
tions. 

For the latter, although the govern- 
ment has already issued a series of poli- 
cies, they still need to be modified and 
improved. 

For the former, the administration 
should set up fixed and mobile donation 
points, taking into consideration such 
factors as how busy various locations 
are, the social level of the place and so 
on, while increasing the use of mobile 
vehicles during major activities and na- 
tional holidays. 

Setting up fixed donation points in 
key business districts is one of the most 
effective methods, as can be seen from 
the experience of foreign countries. 

Conclusion 

First the actual collection work 
should he improved in both extent and 
depth, and needs to he more profession- 
al than ever. Second, although there are 
some policies already set for voluntary 
blood donation, these need to he pol- 
ished and expanded. 

Third the hardware used for blood 
collecting should be improved. The qual- 
ity standard of blood collection should 
follow international standards, and this 
needs to be achieved quickly. 



Pu Cunxi, a famous movie star donates blood in a moblie donation 
vehicle at the Beijing Working People’s Cultural Palace 
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The quantity of blood donated from January to September of this 
year increased twenty-fold over the same period last year 


Outdoor Therapy 

for Mental Illness Sufferers 



By Su Wei 

Is it possible for patients suffering mental 
illnesses to live outside of a hospital? Are they 
willing to undergo therapy outside the hos- 
pital environment? What does such ‘open’ 
therapy involve? Recently the Institute of 
Mental Health at Beijing University began a 
cooperative program with Daxing Psychiat- 
ric Hospital to carry out agricultural-work 
therapy at the Daxing District Mental Re- 
covery Base. 

Good for patients to return to so- 
ciety 

Yao Guizhong, Associated Professor 
of the Institute said even a healthy per- 
son would have some problems commu- 
nicating with others after having lived in 
closed environment for a long time. 

Therefore, it is to be expected that 
people suffering from mental illnesses 
would become less capable of getting on 
with others after spending a prolonged 
period in a psychiatric institution. 

“ In hospital, everything for the pa- 
tients has been arranged by doctors and 
nurses. Patients are never given the op- 
portunity to think about having a normal 
life after their recovery.” 

It has been shown that after the hos- 
pital treatment, patients have problems 
in dealing with life in the real world. 
Such deterioration hinders their return 
to a normal social life after recovery. 

Peng, brother of a 28 female patient, 
said his family had no real hope that his 
sister would ever really understand what 
his family had done for her, or would be 
capable of learning any skill, as a means 
of earning a living. 

“Life for my sister is just eat and 
sleep. We just hope after her treatment 
at the recovery base, she will be capable 
of taking care of herself, such as being 
able to dress and wash herself.” 

However, he said they would be re- 


Patients play cards in the Base 

lieved if she really regained an interest 
in life and could work in some welfare 
factories that might be willing to accept 
recovered mental patients. 

It is expected after the agricultur- 
al-work therapy, patients will be better 
adapted to social life, in terms of simple 
communication with others, shopping, 
cooking and cleaning independently. 

Patients like the base 

Some patients said they liked it here, 
because of the beautiful environment. “I 
like it here. I have never seen a fountain in 
a hospital,” one of the patients said. “The 
fountain is beautiful!” Another added. 

Some patients said they liked it be- 
cause they were able to work. “Some- 
times we are organized to pull up weeds. 
I like doing that,” Zhao, a 56-year-old pa- 
tient said. Another patient, Zhang, said, 
“Since I came here, I have worked in the 
laundry room. I like working in the laun- 


Photos by Su Wei 

dry room.” 

Some of the patients said they liked 
the base because they could chat and 
take part in some activities together with 
the doctors and nurses. 

A young female patient said she was 
happy to be able to participate in perfor- 
mances with the doctors or nurses during 
festivals and share some work. “ We can 
grow vegetables not only with the techni- 
cians in the base.” She said proudly. 

Therapy not suitable for all pa- 
tients 

There is more risk for mental patients 
living in an open area, and doctors and 
nurses are required to exercise more care 
in choosing patients who are suitable for 
open therapy. Therefore, they have to un- 
dertake more responsibilities in looking 
after the patients in the open environ- 
ment. 

Patients with acute or chronic schizo- 


phrenia, people with certain psycholog- 
ical problems and the aged, so long as 
they are not suffering from advanced Al- 
zheimer’s Disease, are considered suit- 
able to undergo open therapy. 

Those patients who exhibit tenden- 
cies to injure themselves, suffering from 
mania or depression are not suited to liv- 
ing in an open environment. 

Awards encourage patients to in- 
teract with others 

Almost every month, all the patients 
sit together with doctors and nurses in 
the multi-function room to assess their 
fellows’ performance. 

A performance assessment sheet on 
the back wall of the room keeps a record 
of the patient’s daily performance. It 
covers personal duty, discipline, personal 
health, social intercourse and so on. 
The patient with the highest mark each 
month is awarded a flag on the sheet and 
also a small cash prize. 

Some patients, especially those with 
comparatively slight symptoms, are giv- 



Scores of daily life arise patients’ 
stamina 

en specific chores, such as feeding chick- 
ens, pigeons, pheasants and so on, while 
others help the staff deliver meals. 

All the patients are responsible for 
washing and keeping their own table- 
ware. Furthermore, all patients are re- 
sponsible for sweeping the floor and yard, 


and are organized to do agricultural field- 
work. 

For entertainment, patients can play 
Chinese chess, cards or billiards and 
watch TV. During weekends, they are or- 
ganized into groups to play basketball or 
perform karaoke. 

Work and entertainment are benefi- 
cial to the patient’s state of health. It 
leads them to be more willing to talk 
with others and capable of cooperating 
with each other, and also helps them de- 
velop a greater sense of responsibility. 

A number of the patients were keen to 
talk with the reporter, and asked to have 
their photo taken with the nurses. 

Still to be improved 

“ In the evening, patients have noth- 
ing to do but watch TV. It really is a 
waste of time,” Professor Yao said. 

However he added that in the future, 
activities such as reading and discussion 
will be held, as a means of enhancing their 
ability in reading and communication.” 

Such activities are not only easy to 
be organized but also can help patients 
become more skilled in expressing their 
opinions to others, another important fac- 
tor in social intercourse. 

At the moment, a project to raise 
animals is under discussion. It is ex- 
pected such therapy, accompanied with 
reading and agricultural-work therapy 
will benefit more patients. Also a num- 
ber of people specializing in visual and 
performing arts have agreed to carry 
out voluntary work at the base. 

Yao further expressed his belief 
that in the future, patients would be 
given more responsibilities, such as 
in running the store at the base and 
managing their own money, and said 
there would be no obvious distinctions 
between the uniforms of the patients 
and staff. 
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29 Chinese companies rank on Forbes 9 2001 International 200 Small Best Companies , 23 more than last year 
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By Ivy Zhang/ Chen Ying 

T he latest edition of Forbes 
magazine (10/29/2001) 
features a list of Interna- 
tional 200 Small Best Compa- 
nies, among which 29 businesses 
are from China. The domes- 
tically well-known brands such 
as real estate company Vanke, 
Datang Telecom, Lucky Film as 
well as Phoenix Satellite and 
Sun Television are recognized as 
being among the best small com- 
panies in the world. 

More than 20,000 publicly list- 
ed companies meet Forbes’ def- 
inition of small: less than $500 
million in sales in the most re- 
cent fiscal reporting period. Com- 
panies on the list passed rigorous 
screening for profitability, earn- 
ings and sales growth. Fund 
managers, analysts and other 
industry watchers were consult- 
ed to identify those companies 
with short operating histories but 
promising futures. 

The result shows that a big 
gap still exists between Chinese 
companies and global ones. Even 
Vanke, a household name in Chi- 
na and a flagship of Chinese busi- 
ness, is grouped with the “small” 
companies when evaluated from 
international perspective, even 
though it has annual sales of 
$447 million. 

The reaction from Chinese 


business to the list was mea- 
sured. Business people see the 
list as serving two purposes - 
to provide data for academic re- 
search, and supply information 
to investors. In addition, it gives 
Chinese businesses a clear-cut 
understanding of their position 
in the global arena. 

“It’s good news. No matter 
which companies are selected, the 
most important thing is China 
has caught the attention of the 
world.” Liang Yanzhen, an em- 
ployee of Konka Group, one of 
the biggest electronics manufac- 
turers in China, said, “Chinese 
business has gradually come into 
the spotlight of the world. More 
than 160 global corporations of 
the world’s 500 top companies 
have set up operation in Shang- 
hai.” 

The recently concluded APEC 
meetings in Shanghai have also 
captured the world’s attention. 
The APEC CEO Summit 2001 
demonstrates that large interna- 
tional companies are paying more 
and more attention to the poten- 
tial Chinese market. Many of the 
world’s top high-tech companies 
are sparing no effort to increase 
investment in China with an aim 
to securing a firm footing after 
China enters WTO. 

Facing the fierce competition, 
Chinese enterprises that are rel- 


atively inactive in the interna- 
tional market have to figure out 
a way to deal with the pressure 
and challenges. But how? 

Lu Tong, Director of World 
Economy and Political Sciences 
at the Chinese Academy of Social 
Sciences, claimed that the key is 
to increase the competitiveness of 
Chinese companies. Take Vanke 
as an example, its annual growth 
rate of sales has reached 30% to 
40%, which is very impressive. 
Currently, the strength of many 
domestic companies still lie in the 
manufacturing industry, includ- 
ing electronic products, clothes 
and consumer goods, similar to 
the situation in Japan and Brit- 
ain some years ago. 

From the long-term perspec- 
tive, to develop high-tech plays a 
significant role in business and 
industrial growth. 

Haier, the largest domestic 
manufacturer in household elec- 
tronics, has grown into a large 
international company. Just two 
months ago, Forbes publicized the 
rankings of international kitch- 
en electrical appliance vendors 
based on sales volume and mar- 
ket share. Haier ranks sixth with 
a global market share of 2.8% 
following Whirlpool, Electrolux, 
General Electric, Bosch-Siemens 
Hausgerate and Samsung Elec- 
tronics. 


“We should not limit ourselves 
to our strengths,” Zhang Ruimin, 
President of Haier noted, “We 
have to focus on R&D and make 
inroads in other emerging indus- 
tries. Otherwise, it will be hard 
to maintain our leading position.” 
In fact, Haier has already dis- 
played great strength in devel- 
oping functions and technologies 
for household products. In 1998, 
Haier marched into the IT sector 
and adopted a strategy of in- 
tegrating household electronics 
with IT products. Its “E-Family” 
is a good example. 

This summer, when many PC 
vendors were pursuing the liq- 
uid crystal screen trend and busy 
with price cuts of Pentium 4, 
Haier began to market its mul- 
tifunctional PC which combines 
P4 video and audio technology 
with household electronics fea- 
tures, making it a great hit in the 
market. 

From this it can be seen that 
the strength of Chinese compa- 
nies goes far beyond the manu- 
facturing industry. With China’s 
entry into the WTO set for the 
4th Ministerial Conference in 
Doha in November, its market 
will present multiple edges, while 
every business will have to fol- 
low the international “rules of 
the game” in the ensuing compe- 
tition. 


Ancient Beijing Through 
a French Photographer’s Eyes 


By Su Wei 

A lbert Kahn is riding to- 
wards us on a donkey, ac- 
companied by a peasant 
woman and a teenage boy. There 
is a village in the distance, and 
everything in the photograph 
speaks to us of the world as it 
was 90 years ago. 

“The Permanent Illusion”, a 
photo show in the Capital Muse- 
um (Confucius Temple), gives us 
the opportunity to witness life in 
Beijing in the early 1900s. The 
81 photos on show are part of an 
extraordinary project, titled Ar- 
chives of the Planet, instigated 
by Albert Kahn, a French bank- 
er. 

Kahn considered photogra- 
phy a medium ideally suited to 
revealing and recording a disap- 
pearing world. “Through photo- 
graphs, people can know what 
happened in the past and what 
is happening now. Therefore, as 
still existing evidence, they can 
continually present the essence 
of evolution.” 

Kahn organized 11 photog- 



raphers to travel to more than 
50 countries from 1901 to 1931. 
They took some 72,000 au- 
tochrome color plates, one of 
the first commercial color pho- 
tographic processes and over 
4,000 black-and-white photo- 
graphs. Those photos have be- 
come valuable historical records 
and have helped various coun- 
tries recognize their different 
realities and cooperate with 
each other in human society’s 
development 



Kahn’s photographers came 
to China in 1909 and again in 
1912-1913. Aware of the great 
changes taking place in China 
at that time, he was afraid that 
some things would disappear 
completely. He asked photogra- 
pher Stephan Passet to arrange 
their itinerary to include Qufu 
in Shandong Province, the birth- 
place of Confucius, Mount Tai, 
Beijing and Shenyang, places re- 
garded as the symbols of Chi- 
nese culture and thought. 

In order to make a more de- 
tailed record of the cultural her- 



itage and various local customs, 
they also went to Harbin and 
Shanghai. They took over 2,000 
photos taken in China, includ- 
ing more than 600 in color, as 
well as a one-hour long movie. 

Unfortunately Kahn and his 
group did not enter the Forbid- 
den City, which was not opened 
until 1914, however they took 
more than 800 photos in Beijing, 
paying particular attention to 
the layout of the city, modes of 
transportation, styles of dress, 
shops, peddlers, decoration and 
entertainment. It is fascinating 
to look at the photos taken 90 
years ago of the Confucius Mu- 
seum, the site of the current ex- 
hibition. 

The carefully selected 81 pho- 
tos comprising the exhibition in- 
clude over 20 color photos and 
53 3D black-and-white photos. 
Using the special 3D glasses 
provided by the museum, visi- 
tors can enjoy a vivid look at life 
as it was in the early days of the 
Republic of China. All the pho- 
tos have been developed direct- 


ly from the original negatives 
kept in the Albert Kahn Muse- 
um, France. 

There are images of peddlers 
with wheelbarrows, camel-trains 
coming and going through the 
ancient Guananmen and Yong- 
dingmen gates, young Manchu 
ladies wearing boat shaped sole 
shoes, chatting or sitting in front 
of stalls, young men with oilpa- 
per umbrellas and many more. 

No detail was too ordinary 
for Kahn and his photographers. 
They sought out and captured 
on film people involved in every 
day activities, as well as special 
occasions and seasons, such as 
people sledding on the city moat 
in winter, tasting traditional 
snacks at the temple fair at 
Banyuanguan during the Spring 
Festival, and enjoying the lotus 
blossoms on Shichahai (Shicha 
Lake) in summer. 

The photos are both a reflec- 
tion of Beijing’s ancient culture 
and traditions, and an impor- 
tant historical resource for the 
study of the history and devel- 
opment of the Chinese capital. 

© People sledding on the city 
moat in winter 
© Manchu lady wearing boat 
shaped sole shoes in front of 
a shoe stall 

© Peddler with wheelbarrow 
® Young man with oilpaper 
umbrella 

© Porters on Badaling Great 
Wall 

Photos provided by 
Albert Kahn Museum 
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By Shi Xinyu 

Music leisurely hummed in the quiet ‘Loft’ bar on a mild autumn afternoon. 
A cup lay on a table, some brown marks implying it used to be full of coffee. “I 
have been here for an hour. Quite a long way from my place, so I came out a 
little bit earlier,” a slight smile lit up her young face, “maybe too early.” 

With long, straight hair, buff-colored loose sweater and a scrupulously 
washed jean skirt, Guo Xiaolu would be inconspicuous among passersby in 
the street. Coming closer, the blue pendant with mysterious patterns on her 
necklace, the exaggeratingly large silver earrings, and the glaring ring shaped 
in five petals reveal her special nature. 

Guo Xiaolu was born in the early 70s, is presently a lecturer at the Beijing 
Broadcasting Institute, as well as an author of 4 books published since 2000 
and screenwriter with many national awards. 


Winning Over Her Students 

/ / want to win all stu- 
I dents’ hearts on my 
course,” said Xiaolu, 
sounding like an ac- 
tress dreaming of attracting all 
the audience in a theater. No re- 
citing of stark, textbook theories, 
no suffering of sudden quizzes, 
no bothering with roll calls, she 
just shares her opinions with 
her students. Her unconven- 
tional teaching methods bring 
at least 60 zesty young people 
crowding into a classroom origi- 
nally meant for 40 students in 
a “TV Screenwriting” course ev- 
ery Tuesday afternoon. 

There were of course some stu- 
dents who would give Xiaolu plen- 
ty of challenges at first. A young 
man, tall, thin and silent, used to 
be in her sophomore screenwrit- 
ing class last year. He always sat 
right at the back and buried his 
face in the desk. He never talked 
to others and ‘shit’ was almost the 
only word he spoke out in class, 
usually only to himself. That was 
his comment for either Stanley 
Kubrick or Alfred Hitchcock or 
anyone else Xiaolu mentioned as 
masters. 

Xiaolu did not bother preach- 
ing this guy who was obviously 
still enwrapped in adolescent re- 
bellion, and harbored a natural 
antipathy against any recognized 
master or masterpiece. Instead, 
she observed him closely by se- 
cretly standing behind him dur- 
ing film showings. She got no 


response, “I know he felt me there 
with attentions on him. That 
was like a matching of mental 
strength.” 

One day the final encounter 
came. Xiaolu found the boy’s eyes 
were on some novel in his lap. So 
she stood against the wall behind 
the boy but without glancing at 
him. About 10 minutes later, the 
boy began to feel uneasy, and af- 
ter some disturbing sounds of ruf- 
fling pages, he raised his head 
and looked back. ‘Can you lend 
me that novel?’ Xiaolu asked him. 
He handed it over with no hesita- 
tion, with the hint of a sneer in 
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© Under the post of “Love in Net Age”, the film brings her many 
national awards on screen-writings 
© Around with her books and disks. 

(3) In working 

@ Lecturing to sophomore students Photos by Cui Jun 


his eyes. He was expecting anoth- 
er ‘stupid sermon’ as usual, but 
Xiaolu did nothing and began to 
read the novel. Then in next few 
minutes, the young man turned 
around several times, and tried 
to have a nap slumped over the 
desk. He could not pretend to stay 
calm any more. “This time I got 
him pretty stressed,” explained 
Xiaolu with the laugh of a victor. 
Finally he gave in and set his eyes 
on the TV screen, where a Hitch- 
cock movie was showing. Then 
little by little, the boy became en- 
thralled by that master of sus- 
pense, and no longer rejected the 
classics. 

At the end of that semester, the 
boy gave Xiaolu a big surprise in 
his final paper - a scenario of a 
Kung-fu story. The main charac- 


ter was named “Guo Xiaolu”, first- 
ly appeared as a teenage servant 
boy of Wang Kar-wai, who was the 
hero in the story. At the end, Guo 
Xiaolu grew up, defeated all the 
bad guys, and took the place of 
Wang Kar-wai to lead the whole 
of Wulin. “That is so crazy - I was 
deeply moved,” recalled Guo. 

‘Simone de Beauvoir’ 

On Campus 

Xiaolu was born in the most 
eastern part of China, in a little 
town by the seaside - Rocky Pond 
Town of Wenling City in Zhejiang 
Province. And so comes her name 
Xiaolu, meaning ‘small scull’. At 
that time she was an isolated girl 
crazy about literature. 

“I, aged 17, I sneer at , I 

hate but I praise the dark 

of death...” Xiaolu cites bits of her 
poems she found a couple of days 
ago in some old anthologies pub- 
lished in the late 1980s. “I do not 
even dare to recognize that this 
crazy and desperate girl was me!” 
She confessed with a faint smile 
showing her thoughts were drift- 
ing back to those faraway days. 

Because of political reasons, 
her father was expelled from 
home in the Cultural Revolution, 
then Xiaolu was ‘abandoned’ to 
her old grandma in a poor fish- 
ing village, and never saw her 
parents before she was eight. As 
a child, she was “dirty, gauche, 
self-indulgent and full of hate 
for family.” As she went over 
these memories, Xiaolu crossed 
her arms as if she wanted to hold 
herself. Then after being taken 
back home at 8, she contradicted 
her parents on everything. She 
took it as revenge and hit all their 


love back with more hate. 

Playing truant at school, es- 
caping from home at night and 
even once falling in love with a 
teacher in high school... All those 
excessive things still could not ex- 
haust her enthusiasm, and she 
began to write poems and essays 
in a very black mood. 

Encouraged by the idea of leav- 
ing her family as far behind as 
possible, and after going through 
the tough national university en- 
trance examination 3 times, at 
the age of 19, Xiaolu began her 7 
years campus life in Beijing Film 
Academy majoring in screenwrit- 
ing and film theory. 

Lonely, nervous, gloomy, hard 
to get on with and having no 
friends other than a lover on 
the verge of separating: that is 
Xiaolu’s description of her first 
few years in Beijing. All her con- 
centration was focused on things 
movie-related. The only reason 
that could propel her into the 
streets was hunting for a book, 
but not lipstick or a skirt. 

Once in “Pyramid”, the school 
magazine, Xiaolu was called “Sim- 
one de Beauvoir on campus” and 
which flattered her. “I had a boy- 
friend in the first year, he was 
tall, thin and silent, looking like 
a young French trend-setter. And 
we used to have a lot in common, 
especially the madness for movies 
and theories. You know what my 
classmates said about us?” Xiaolu 
cannot help laughing out, “They 
said we were a couple of ding- 
a-lings and the language of our 
conversations did not sound hu- 
man!” 

Grown up as a sensitive, sharp 
and serious-minded girl, Xiaolu 
now maintains a calm outlook on 
life, sometimes feeling older than 
her actual years. 

‘Who Is 

My Mother’s Boyfriend?’ 

‘Who Is My Mother’s Boy- 
friend?’ is a question that greatly 
disturbed Lin Miaomiao, a 16 
year-old girl in one of Xiaolu’s 
screen scripts going by the same 
name. Lin Miaomiao is a natu- 
ral-born rebel. In her eyes, her 
mother, a pretty and outstanding 
designer, is the most perfect wom- 
an in the world while her father, 
a short and fat cook who also of- 
ten quotes strange old sayings, is 


the coarsest man. And she always 
doubts if that man is her real bi- 
ological father. Once she discov- 
ered an old letter addressed to her 
mother from a man who was her 
mother’s boyfriend almost twenty 
years ago. Then the girl set off by 
herself to find the man that ful- 
fills all her dreams of a genuine 
father. On the road, she missed 
the train in an unknown station 
and all her belongings were lost 
apart from a 100 yuan bill. Roam- 
ing from one little town to an- 
other, the girl arrived at her 
destination: the house her moth- 
er’s boyfriend lives in. But finally 
she gives up the idea of meeting 
with that man. The experiences 
she meets on the road allow her 
to realize what she really wants, 
so she calmly returns to her for- 
mer life. 

Lin Miaomiao is Xiaolu’s fa- 
vorite character in all her writ- 
ings because she copied the most 
important features from Xiaolu 
herself. Just as Xiaolu said, some- 
times she felt she was that little 
girl, obstinate, audacious and hav- 
ing many dreams. “Some of those 
dreams have come true, some are 
still in my heart, and I will al- 
ways be on the way to finding out 
something.” 

“I think continuing to write 
and doing things related to mov- 
ies will be the eternal theme run- 
ning through my life,” said Guo 
Xiaolu. Switching freely between 
the two media, Xiaolu records 
her happiness, her sorrows, her 
thoughts and her feelings in all 
her work of art. “I have had so 
many ways to express myself, 
the articles, the novels, the mov- 
ies. And I am not as lonely as 
before because I also have my 
students. I think I am a lucky 
woman now.” 

We are interested in reporting 
common people, their stories, their 
feelings. If you have any personal 
experiences or you know someone 
who have such experiences, please 
contact us. 

We would like to help you if you 
have any trouble, we would like 
to share your happiness if you are 
cheerful. 

Our E-mail Address is: 

portrait ynet. com 
Our Fax Number is: (010)65902525 
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Jadeite bracelet 


By Miao Yajie 

With the China Guardian 2001 
Autumn Auction raising its hammer 
on November 4 to 5 at the Kunlun 
Hotel, Beijing will kick off its autumn 
auction season, which will continue 
for the following three months. 

The important part of the 
Guardian’s auction, Chinese 
paintings and calligraphy, will be 
divided into four sales, offering more 
than 800 items from ancient and 
contemporary masters of art. The 
total estimated value is placed at over 



Red fiscal stamp with value of 
4 cents, postmarked with ‘Shang- 
hai, 25 Jun, 1897’, the earliest 
usage of the stamp known so far 

50 million yuan. 

The sale of Chinese Classic 
Paintings and Calligraphy will offer 
one of the best and largest selections in 
Guardian’s history. Over 260 works of 
art come from great masters, including 
Dong Qichang (1555-1636), whose style 
had a profound influence over the 
whole Qing Dynasty (1644-1911), and 
Chen Laolian (1598-1652), one of the 
leading masters of his time. The 
items to be auctioned hold special 
value, as genuine classical artworks 
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Xuande ware of the Ming Dynasty, blue 
and white bowl with interlocking floral 
design 


are becoming more difficult to find 
these days. 

The other two sales are flow-back 
paintings from overseas. The Thio 
Collection of Selected Works of Fu 
Baoshi at last year’s autumn auction 
achieved a transaction rate of over 
90%. This year, the senior collector 
from Singapore entrusted Guardian 
with the second part of his treasured 
collection. There will be 64 works 
collected from the 1970s, all from the 
painter or his relatives. Meanwhile 
of the more than 90 lots of the 
Tianxinlou Collection, most were 
included in the painters’ published 
albums. 

Blue and white and famille rose 
wares are two genres in great 
demand in recent years: accordingly 
prices have surged reflecting the 
demand. One of the significant items 
in the Ceramics, Furniture, and 
Works of Art is a rare, fine blue and 
white bowl from the Xuande period 
(1426-1435) of the Ming Dynasty 
(1368-1644), lot 1022, with estimated 
price ranges from 1.8 million to 
2.2 million yuan: the quality and 


No. V of the shadow series by Luo Xiaoping (1960- ) 


price are Guardian’s best ever. Lot 
1119, a fine famille rose bowl from 
the Yongzheng period (1723-1735) 
of the Qing Dynasty (1644-1911), 
is an exquisite example of royal 
enamelware. Its estimated price is 
from 1.2 million to 1.5 million yuan, 
which is also the record price of 
famille rose wares domestically. There 
is still room for revaluing, according 
to Guardian. 

Worth mentioning in the Chinese 
Oil Paintings and Sculptures special 
auction is six pieces of contemporary 
pottery. It’s for the first time in 
China’s auction history that 
contemporary pottery goes under the 
proverbial hammer. 

“We want to remind collectors that 
there is such a category of fine art 
worth their focus,” said Song Xinghui 
from Guardian’s Chinese Oil Painting 
and Sculpture department. The six 




Rhinoceros horn cup with interlaced hydra 
design, early Qing Dynasty (1644-1911) 


ceramicists including Luo Xiaoping, 
Bai Ming, Bai Lei, Xia Dewu, Liu 
Zheng, Zuo Zhengyao are activists in 
the concept of new pottery, each of 
whom majored in pottery and owns 
his own workshop. “Guardian’s base 
prices are lower than the current 
market price for the six works,” 


Bamboo and Stone by Zheng 
Banqiao (1693-1765) 

according to Song. 

Besides the aforementioned, the 
Rare Books and the Coin and Stamps 
sales both include rare items in excel- 
lent condition for different buyers. 

Apart from Guardian, at the 
beginning of November, Pacific 
Auction and Wan Long Auction will 
also join the first round of auctions 
at the King Wing Hotel and Paragon 
Hotel respectively. 

Pacific and Wan Long, smaller 
than Guardian in size, each has its 
special features to serve buyers of 
different levels. Pacific presents four 
auctions including one exclusively for 
jewels. The focus of Wan Long is their 
400 lots of Rare Books. 

The several thousands of items 
provide an excellent opportunity for 
collectors and art lovers to deepen 
their appreciation levels. For those 
frequent customers of the Panjiayuan 
Flea Market, and the Curio City 
nearby, to saunter over these 
elaborate ‘ashes of time’, the 
enjoyment is in no way less than that 
felt from bidding at the auctions. 
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Precious Brick 
Masquerades as 
Dinner Table 


By Zhu Lin 

“The floor of the emperor’s palace is 
paved with golden bricks,” said the an- 
cient Chinese legend. But few people 
know exactly what the golden bricks look 
like. Seventy-seven-year-old Zhao Zhen- 
sheng, an old Beijinger living at Dongji- 
aochang Lane, Dongcheng District, has 
used one at home in his daily life for as 
long as he can remember. He once used it 
as a dining table, but now has donated it 
to the Chinese Ancient Architecture Mu- 
seum. 

“I remember the brick at home when I 
was a little boy, but don’t know how it got 
there,” recalled Zhao. The relic is a cube 
75cm in length, 10cm in thickness, and 
as black as Chinese ink. There are two 
lines of characters engraved on its side, 
indicating it was made in Suzhou during 
the Qing Dynasty under Emperor Jiaq- 
ing (1796-1820). Zhao’s family made a 
wooden stand for it, and then used it just 
like any other common table. “We had 
meals and played chess on it, and even 
ground pencil sharpeners on its surface.” 
After the wooden stand eventually fell 
apart, they put the brick to one side in 
the corner of the larder. Zhao says it was 
very moist inside, but the brick didn’t go 
rotten or crack even slightly. 

According to Dong Shaopeng, an ex- 
pert in the Preservation Department of 
the Chinese Ancient Architecture Muse- 
um, such bricks were baked particularly 
for royal construction, and had to un- 
dergo a painstaking baking process. A 
small part of the production process was 
put down on record in a book written by 
Zhang Xiangzhi, a Qing Dynasty super- 
visor in charge of baking golden bricks in 
Suzhou. It takes almost four and a half 
months to cure and bake them. 

The surface of the golden brick is nei- 
ther slippery nor rough, and the texture 
is tightly composed. Houses with floors 
laid with such bricks are warm in winter 
and cool in summer. 

Dong Shaopeng also confirmed that 
most golden bricks were made during the 
reign of Emperor Guangxu (1875-1908). 
Zhao’s brick is all the more special since 
it was produced during the earlier reign 
of Emperor Jiaqing. “So it’s very rare. 
I really wonder how it came to Zhao’s 
home,” said Dong. 



The golden brick at Zhao’s home 

Photo by Ni Ming 
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pick up your Walnuts on the Xiangshuihu Great Wall 

Great Wall, Ancient Mountain, Cleat Spring, Flying Waterfall, 
join us to the Xiangshuihu Great Wall, you will see all the above scenery. 
Xiangshuihu locates at the west part of Mutianyu Huairou. Besides the 
lots interesting place, it also has a folurish orchard with apple, date, pear, 
walnut, chestnut, grape, edible wild herbs. 

From August 25 to October, Xiangshuihu will have a special activity 
"Visit Great Wall, pick Up Fruits". 

Call now: 010-61631085 61632539 61631588 
Take bus: No.916at DongZhimen 

Web site: www.Xiangshuihu.com J 



The Friendship Hotel Recreation Center 

The outdoor swimming pool of the Friendship Hotel is one of the 
highest standard swimming pools of Beijing. The swimming pool 
is equipped with 7-meter diving platforms and delicate diving bo- 
ards. The strict sterilization measures and the circulation system 
ensure the water is always clean. Morning opening 6: 30-8: 30 
RMB30/day, RMB400/month, and RMB 1000/quarter. 

Tel: 68499696 
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11^^:6:00 - 8:30, 
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The Other Side (Bi'an) Diving Club 

The club provides the sports fans with professional service besides tun and coolness in the hot summer. Ad- 
opting sophisticated foreign training textbooks and equipment, the club provides professional training such 
as the swimming and diving courses and organizes diving tours home and abroad. With the inter- 
nationally accepted training method, it takes the trainee only 20 hours to get the CMAS diving certificate 
which is acknowledged all over the world. The trainees have free and flexible choice as to the training time. 
The swimming course consists of elementary level, improving level, advanced level, honored guest class and 
the class paid by the hour.Swimming and diving summer camp 0 Sign up now! 

Time for the opening of the courses: the early April. The trainee can begin the course on signing up at any time. The 
summer courses begin on 1 June. Course time: 9:00 - 20:00, 7 days a week.Time for signing up: 9:00 - 21:00, 7 days a 
week.Place for signing up: The Professional Club of the Friendship Hotel (No. 3, Baishiqiao Road, Haidian District. 200 
meters south of Renmin University.) 

Tel: 68713790 68713791 68498613 Telex: 68713790 

Take buses no. 320, 804, 302 or Yuntong buses no. 104, 105, 205, 106 and get off at Shuang'an Shangchang stop. Or 
take b us no. 811 or Te 6 and get off at Ren ming Daxue stop. 
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A Man, So-Called 


Feng Li gained her pseudonym, 
Pi Pi, from a fairy-tale popular in 
1920-80s.She made her dehut un- 
der the label “ avant-garde ”, and 
gathered the fame and fortune 
through several love stories, such 
as “Longing for Passions ” and “A 
Woman, for Instance 

“A Man, So Called ” is her new- 
ly published novel, which initial- 
ly shows the humor of the famous 
modern female writer. 

A Man, So Called ”, published by 
Yunnan Peoples Publishing House, 
2001, tells a story of a middle-aged 
mans experience in a housing dis- 
tribution, which is one of the most 
important events in the whole life of 
one working for the state-run depart- 
ments. Finally he lost his position and 
his family, but also cast off the intelli- 
gentsia s traditional thought straight- 
jacket and gained spiritual freedom at 
last. 

— From the editor 

When can a male be called a man? 

Before today, I was a deputy 
magistraty of a small county, in 
charge of cultural and education- 
al affairs. Now, I am walking to 
my new position, a superinten- 
dent of a cultural research insti- 
tute. 

In the street, pretty cars move 
slowly in queues making the 
street look like a large parking 
lot. With the smell of petrol mixed 
into the air, I cannot help wonder- 
ing: could petrol become a compo- 
nent of perfumes 50 years later? 
Well, if perfume smelled of pet- 
rol, somebody is bound to jump 
up and shout: Wow, the old, vul- 
gar industry has induced a small 
revolution after all! 

Anyway, things 50 years in 
the future never excite me: I’m 
more into funny things in pres- 
ent life. For me, car owners com- 
plaining of traffic jams sound 
just like women moaning that 
high-heels hurt their feet. And I 
admit they both make me chuck- 
le to myself. Actually at first I 
would like to make some sarcas- 
tic remarks on the subject, but 
once I happened to hear those 
car owners’ comments on some- 
one like me, and their words 
were sharp. So I had to shut my 
mouth and just chuckle secretly. 
They said: 


“If you were not poor you could 
behave as a pedant. Or if you 
were poor, you’d better not be pe- 
dantic. And if the two things are 
mixed in one person, he or she 
would be the archenemy of our 
culture” 

I fastened my steps rushing to 
my new position, just like to the 
sea of culture. 

What would some place just 
dealing in cultural research be 
like? 

Cherry Tree did not taste of cherries 

This was the first meeting I 
presided over in our institute, and 
the theme was housing distribu- 
tion. An old colleague told me 
housing distribution was some- 
thing leaders were sometimes 
glad to do, but sometimes hate 
to do. Someone else also told me 
that a man would go to the Turk- 
ish baths when he was involved 
in housing distribution. I guess 
that means he enjoyed something 
and also sweated for something. 

According to the man, benefits 
of housing distribution are you 
can get something, whatever that 
may be. Sex with a woman, some 
cigarettes in your cabinet, any- 
thing is possible. And the costs 
would be you might encounter 
some crazy individuals. Even if 
you’d just accepted some ciga- 
rettes from him, you would feel 
awkward to sweat when you met 
him, and the more you felt un- 
easy, the more the sweat would 
pour out. 

Okay, so I decided to finish the 
housing distribution before this 
summer. 

A long sigh 

Anyway I am a man, so when 
I have dinner with Miss Hei Li, 
my heart is fluttering. After din- 
ner, she said she had to go back 
to her parents’ home where she 
lived just a few hundred meters 
away. To tell the truth, I didn’t 
want to leave that small, noisy 
restaurant. So I tried my best 
to smile at her and emotionally 
gazed at her. I believe my eyes 
were murmuring to the woman: 
misreading this, misreading that, 
forgetting I am a married man. 
Giving me a hint, giving me a 
hint, not taking me as your su- 


pervisor, your supervisor is a man 
after all. 

Unfortunately she seldom 
looked at me, but just sat there 
sighing in sorrow. 

Speak out the truth, then regret at 
once 

The task of housing distribu- 
tion occupied my whole life. It re- 
duced my reading time and stole 
the fun of sitting quietly beside 
my fish with the newspapers. 
Most of my time was wasted with 
letters, or rather ‘notes’, secretly 
tucked into my hands from peo- 
ple in my institute. The contents 
were all about housing. Some 
honest guys just talked about 
themselves, all their words re- 
peating why they should get 
housing from the institute. Why 
in heaven if all those guys float- 
ed such ideas face to face, did 
they bother to write more let- 
ters? Maybe they believed it 
would double guarantee their 
chances by submitting a written 
application together with an oral 
one. Some other men were quite 
crafty, representing the minor po- 
sitions of the institute. In those 
letters they laid out not only 
the reasons why they should re- 
ceive housing, but also pointed 
out why others were not quali- 
fied. And the people they referred 
to were the more likely candi- 
dates. And I had to show my per- 
sonal respects to their competing 
spirits. 

Tell me your most intimate secrets 

She turned to me and held my 
neck. Then at the left side of my 
neck, she spoke to me softly, “Hey, 
I see your shortcomings, but they 
will not disturb me.” 

I was greatly moved. 

“If now I tell you I want a 
house, I guess you would think 
it the reason I’m hugging you, 
right? Have you already thought 
so?” 

I said nothing but just held 
Hei Li tightly. Actually I did not 
know what I should say. My life 
had never been so complicated. 

“You could tell people in our 
institute that my parents drove 
me out because they could not ac- 
cept my boyfriend, and then I sep- 
arated with my boyfriend, and so 


have no place to live. And from to- 
morrow on I will live in the office 
for a while. I am not greedy, the 
institute can even lend me some 
place.” 

I was holding that woman so 
tightly, seeming as if I had prom- 
ised something, but I could not. 
So I just spoke her name: “Hei Li, 
Hei Li, oh, Hei Li....” 

“Freeze!” 

Please permit me to pass over 
all the bullshit before I announce 
the final housing-distribution list. 
And because you do not know the 
ones who got housing and they 
were nothing to do with my sto- 
ry, I’ll just tell you about the ones 
you know who had applied but got 
no housing: Yu Kui, Liu Dengyun, 
and Hei Li. 

No chaos at all, just freezing 
quiet in the meeting room. I felt 
uneasy in such silence and began 
to doubt whether I had done the 
right thing. Hei Li turned her 
head to the wall as if there was 
another list posted on it. She must 
have known I was looking at her, 
so she purposely avoided me. I felt 
some guilt for her, which might 
be the cause of my vacant expres- 
sion in that short silence. Liu Tu- 
oyun was still sitting there, in the 
same pose as at the beginning, 
staring at her feet. 

Yu Kui was not there! 

I realized that, when he pushed 
the door and quietly entered the 
room. He was soaking wet and 
stank of petrol. 

We all knew what was hap- 
pening as he poured petrol onto 
his body. 

The End 

We left that city, Liu Tuoyun 
and I. We sold all our things 
there. 

Now we are living in a small 
village, she plants flowers and I 
grow vegetables. We use our prod- 
ucts to change money and use the 
money to buy food and some oth- 
er necessary things. Everything 
is fine and we don’t need the com- 
ments of others. We build a dif- 
ferent relationship with our new 
neighbors- just discussing weath- 
er and news from the TV. 

(By PiPi, abstract from 
A Man, So Call) 



Photo by Cui Jun 



Illustration of the novel 
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Wish we were honest and faithful. Meiao man seeking for greater perfection gives you delightfully fresh 
living space. 

Professional import facilities with excellent kit, high quality service staffs with high level and 
standardization. 

House keeping: 

Cleaning defecating sterilzing for new residence. 

Floor maintaining, face-lifting polishing in kitchen and toilet. 

Commercial preserves: 

Serrice for offices, hotels, business buildings, hospitals communities, super markets, etc. 

Carpet cleaning: 

Clean, defecate, maintain all kinds of carpet. 
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Concubine 
Drowns 
In Pop Music 


By Hu Xiaoli 

S ince the debut of ‘Farewell My Concu- 
bine’ in Beijing in 1921, this classical 
tragic love story between the warlord 
Xiangyu in the Qin Dynasty, and his concubine 
Yuji, has attracted the interest of many artists. 

It was the film by the same name directed by 
well-known Chinese director Chen Kaige that 
earned him the Palme d’Or at the Cannes Fes- 
tival and a Golden Globe for Best Foreign Film 
in 1993. In the new century this love story is 
returning to the stage at the mini theater of 
People’s Art Theatre in the form of a drama. 
This adaptation gives modern audiences anoth- 
er chance to appreciate the classics. 

Playwright Mo Yan said he intended to cre- 
ate the atmosphere of a traditional Shakespear- 
ean romance in this play. The old contradiction 
between conception and realization seemed to 
besiege the play once it hit the stage, howev- 
er. A genuinely tragic love story ridiculously 
turned into a farce with pop music, local dia- 
lects, and other such devices. In the play, when 


the warlord Xiangyu was expressing his deep 
longing for his concubine in beautiful lines, 
which may have aroused sympathy for the lov- 
ers, a pop song suddenly filled the auditorium. 
The result was a giggling rather than a tearful 
audience. 

Nevertheless, this is just what director 
Wang Xiangmin was aiming for. According to 
him, dramas should borrow from popular cul- 
ture, and meet the taste of the masses. 

It seems a trend for present day drama 
makers to adapt classical tales, while bringing 
in as many other different art forms as pos- 
sible. In this way, they might attract more peo- 
ple, and satisfy the needs of the man on the 
street, but Mo Yan defensively asserts, “Drama 
also has the responsibility to foster and culti- 
vate popular taste.” 

In the play, the audience seemed to react 
more strongly to the bizarre dialects and pop 
music than the tragedy of the love story. We 
are wondering whether it is the fault of the au- 
dience or the drama makers. 



The warord and his concubine Photo by Zhuang Jian 



Meng (2nd L) and the staff 


Idealists Meet in Black Chicken Farm 


By Zhu Lin 

A poet radically switches career 
path to chicken-raiser in the film 
‘Flying like a Chicken Feather’, 
directed by Meng Jinghui, a well-known 
experimental drama director. Talking 
about his first film production, Meng 
emphasizes, “I want to encourage ideal- 
ists with it.” 

Ouyang Yunfei, an unsuccessful poet, 
moves to a small town on the outskirts 
of Beijing in an attempt to change his 
life. There he meets former classmate 
Chen Xiaoyang, boss of a black chicken 


factor. Chen used to be a poet too, but 
now tries to improve the quality of Bei- 
jingers’ diets by replacing ordinary eggs 
with the nutritious black eggs from his 
farm. Fang Fang, a color-blind woman 
living in the town, falls in love with 
Ouyang. 

The inspiration for the above roles 
comes from reality. The story of Ouyang 
and Chen is actually based on Wang 
Chunfu and Bai Yunfei who used to 
study at the Chinese Literature De- 
partment of the Capital Normal Uni- 
versity. Wang says he went to the 


chicken farm just because he’s interest- 
ed in rural life. 

“In the 1980s when we were at school, 
different from the young generation to- 
day,” he recalled, “We were very idealis- 
tic at heart. Now, if you say somebody 
is a poet or an idealist, it’s almost like 
satirizing them.” 

The film will be completed at the end 
of October. According to Meng, the direc- 
tor, idealism hides in the most tender 
and sensitive place of everyone’s heart. 
“I hope to interpret my understanding 
of idealism through their experience.” 


Beijing Savors 
Glass Musical Riddle 

By Zhu Lin 

G reat honor was granted to the 4th 
Beijing Music Festival when Philip 
Glass’ cello concerto made its world 
premiere on October 21 at the Poly Theatre 
performed by cellist Julian Lloyd Webber and 
the China Philharmonic Orchestra. It is the 
first time for a Chinese symphony orchestra 
to receive a commissioned composition from a 
world-renowned foreign composer. 

Philip Glass, the contemporary American 
composer, made a splash in the music world 
in the mid-1970s. His music is famous for 
the style known as minimalism. This form is 
based on simple, tonal harmonies, clear rhyth- 
mic patterns and frequent repetition. The cel- 
lo concerto is no different, sounding similar to 
his previous works such as his Violin Concerto 
written in 1987. Simple but mysterious har- 
monies well up and down. Thus, the effect of a 
musical riddle is created. 

Although this is the first time many Chi- 
nese music lovers are approaching Philip 
Glass’ music, their reaction has been positive. 
Many moved their bodies to the strong beat 
while the music told its story. Chen Li, a music 
critic said, “It’s easier to accept than many oth- 
er forms of contemporary music.” When Web- 
ber’s bow darted across the strings for the last 
time, convinced applause echoed throughout 
the concert hall. 

When the Korean rock musical ‘Line One’ 
came to Beijing on October 13, Chinese audi- 
ences were shocked by their deep understand- 
ing of modern Western music. Now Chinese 
musicians and audiences are pushed to their 
limits to explore the work of Philip Glass. The 
music brings new challenges which more are 
needed. 



Photo by Lu Beifeng 
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ZiyiXuan Baochi Lou 

KigCTH&ig 

3rd Floot Building B, 
Donghuan Guangchang, 

29 Dongzhong jie, 

Dongcheng District 

29 Bi3i 

11:00-14:30,17:00-22:00 
6856.9388 


Beijing Roast Duck 

Building3,Tuanjie Lake,Chaoyang District 

11:40-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6852.4003 

Bianyifang Roast Duck Restaurant 

2 A Chongwenmenwai Dajie,ChongwenDistrict 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 
Tel:67 12.0505 


Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant 


Welcome to our Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant. 

Our features are undeniable: Walls decorated in purple and deep wine red;colors that really work 
together to produce a harmony;food that lie on in its contrasts; chefs that create a wonderful medley 
of hot, cool, sour, sweet, crunchy and soft dishes.Fish cake, deep-fried Taro, Green Pepper & Red Curry 
Fried with Beef and Minced meat fried with Basil leaves are not to be missed. 

And, we have an unique Chinese name,Tai Xiang La, which means Spicy Thai Restaurant, verbally; 
and Very Good Smell, phonetically. 

You're likely to satisfy your taste buds for a mere of RMB 1 8 up, with weekday set lunch from 
RMB25-50. Tasty and inexpensive.A very good casual dining experience. 

Add: 8 South Street, Guan Dong Dian,Chaoyang District. 

(North of Kerry Centre Hotel and the back of Hot-Point Disco) 

Tel:6591.7726 Fax:6591.7926 


CLUB GREEN 

BEST CLUB IN BEIJING 

ADD: Land mark Tower 1/F 8North Dong San 
Huan Road, chaoyang District Beijing 

mu 8 

AM— M 

TEL: (010)65906999 65906688 - 2988 

COME & BE AS COOL AS 

GREEN 



New French Restaurant Now Open! 

SUITS 

M ra M rt IfP ffiiTLLIS PH si M IT S-” . 

Spoil yourself with genuine French fare and ambiance and a superb vairety of wines 
at the Roland Garros restaurant. Close a full evening of relaxation with a choice of 
dramatic desserts, coffees, and Cuban cigars. 

Roland Garros Restaurant 
Open: 11:00-24:00 Daily 

Address:North Entrance Chaoyang Tennis Club 
Nongzhan Nanlu, Chaoyang District 
Telephone:6508-91 00 


ROLAND GARROS 

RESTAURANT & BAR , BEIJING , CHINA 
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BEIJING FANTASY WORLD CLUB 

It offers a full range of services, including fine rooms, restaurants and entertainment 
centre. 

FU LIN Seafood Restaurant: more than 1 00 kinds of fresh seafood are now 20% off. 
Korean Flavour Restaurant: newly open, supply Korean food and barbecue. 20% off. 
Entertinment Centre: Bowling, billiards, karaoke and gynimasium. 

Tel:(01 0)68843388-71 8/620 

Add: 1 Gu Cheng Nan Lu Shijingshan District 

(100 meters in west from Gu Cheng metro station) 

ELiSUO 1 0)68843388-7 1 8/620 (#JaU£ F*3 
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Donglaishun Restaurant 

5/F,Xindong'an Plaza, Wangfujing 
Da jie, Dongcheng District 

5 M 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6528.0932 


Fan Shi Gang 

140 Andingdajie, Dongcheng District 
)£}$IK^7MW 140 
9:00-23:00 
64042187 
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Night of Beijing Restaurant 

Special offer of seafood as well as many other dishes and salads: shrimp: 

RMB38; lobster / clam: RMB98 

Pleasant ambience and sufficient parking space. 

Address: 1 Dayabao Alley, Dongcheng District 
Tel: 65272672, 65272704 ext 8865 

^Tfr^i¥ SIltF 38 98 tz 
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LIU ZAI PING'S 

EXPERIMENTAL LEATHER ART 


By Priscilla 

Practical articles made of leather tend to evoke a sense of 
simplicity and closeness to nature. This is especially true of 
the leather goods designed and made by Liu Zaiping, however, 
his works don't seem to follow the main trends. They have 
their own distinctive features, and even run slightly counter 
to current fashion. 

Liu’s artistic signatures mark all his leather articles. It is 
a little difficult to identify, but certainly unique. High quality 

I cowhide is selected to make 
such daily practical items as 
bags, directories, hats, wallets, 
bags for mobiles and keys, 
as well as some leather dolls 
for decoration. The main 
characteristics of these articles 
are simple design, individual 
| shape and no unnecessary frills. 

All the goods on sale are 
J hand-made, mostly under the 
direct supervision of Liu himself. 

He says this close scrutiny is a 
kind of survival way of life, adding that the most pressing 
problem for him is how to protect his own design patent. Prices 
range from 15 to over 900 yuan, and at present, a selection of 
bags are on a special promotion with a 50% or 20 % discount. 

Liu isn’t big on self-promotion, however his works really 
say something. He has two shops in Beijing, but the one in 
Guomao is bigger and has a more extensive selection. 

Add: 1) NB 112, World Trade Shopping City, 1 Jianguomenwai 
Dajie, Chaoyang District. 2) 2F Zhongliang Plaza, Jianguomennei 
Dajie, Dongcheng District. Open: 9am-6pm. 




Silervt Peking Opem 



Photo by Chen Shuyi 


I 

♦ % l ' V 


M r 


* - v 


7 > ■ll 

4 1 

t 




Fm 

4 1 jr 






No Mongrels 
A llowed! 




By By die 

“I am a one hundred percent lover of purebred dogs. 
Since I was a child, I like dogs very much.” So says Wang 
Zeting (Sonny Wang), the owner of Sunny’s Kennel. 

For the past few years, Wang has bred over 100 
dogs of various standards. Many have been entered in 
dog shows, winning prizes such as Best in Show, Best 
of Group, Best of Breed, Best Puppy and Best Junior 
Puppy. He says that entering dogs in competitions is an 
important part of his life and living with dogs brings him 
| great happiness. 

Doberman Pinscher and 
I Miniature Schnauzer are his 
favorite dogs, and he travels to 
America several times a year 
to see top level competitions, 
such as the Westminster Dog 
Show and the Doberman 
Pinscher of America National 
Specialty Show. 

To improve breeding 

m standards, Wang has visited 

various famous kennels, 
including Marienburg, 
Aquarius and Blythewood. 

He says it is difficult to introduce top-level dogs from 
America to China, as it is difficult to buy them for export. 

Sunny’s Kennel is mainly engaged in breeding 
Doberman Pinschers and Miniature Schnauzers. To 
assure the quality of the bloodline, the breeding quantity 
is strictly limited. Cleanliness as a means of preventing 
disease is stressed, and all the dogs sold have the proper 
vaccinations. The dogs are not sold until they reach 8 
to 12 weeks of age, and they undergo certain training 
during this period. The bloodline certificate and health 
certificate are given to the customer for future breeding 
purposes and epidemic prevention. 

Where: Daxing County. Tel: 13701009509. 
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Foreign student Xin Li from Sweden 
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By Lydia 

Don’t look down upon this shabby shop. 
Perhaps tomorrow you’ll find yourself here 
after reading this article! For no matter 
what you are looking for, if it is hard to 
find, you will most likely be able to buy it at 
Hard-to-find Commodities Shop (). 

“Although our shop is small we are now 
doing nation-wide business,” says the owner 
Wang Jinqiao proudly. Everyday we get 
many calls from all over the country, some 
are enquiries and some are to place orders. 

The owner and his fellow workers search 
everywhere they can for their clients, even 
in U.S., Japan and Hong Kong! The 7-year- 
old shop has it’s own website since 1997 
and most of their clients are from Internet. 

A foreign official seeks help finding a kind 
of traditional tool for sealing important 
documents, a British couple heard of 
the little clay figures of the 56 Chinese 
nationalities but didn’t know where to 
buy them. Wang satisfied them, finding 
exquisite handicrafts in just two days. 

Probably now, you are worrying where 
you can buy something in particular after 


much fruitless searching. You only have to 
tell the shop assistants what you want, the 
standard, the model and the quantity, and 
they will take care of the rest. In a few days, 
or even sooner, the item will most likely be 
in your hands. 

“I have seen many people terribly upset 
not knowing where to buy something. 

At first it was really difficult to run 
the business, but now I have information 
resources from many countries,” says Wang. 
Some of the articles they have succeeded 
in tracking down for customers 
recently include a tandem bicycle, a 
supersonic mouse-killing instrument, 
and earplugs to block out noise. All 
these things are rarely seen in the 
usual markets, but easy to get via their 
help. However, we suggest you take an 
interpreter if you don’t speak Chinese. 

Add: 66 Dongsishi’ertiao, 

Dongcheng District, bus 113 to 
Xiaojie. Open: 8am-6pm. Price: 
base price 100 yuan. Tel: 
64046794/13801297034. Web: 
www.ql 14.com.cn. 



Xin Li 


By Priscilla 

For those who 
love the visual side 
of Peking Opera, or 
anyone who simply 
enjoys dressing up, 
a photographic 
studio called 
Experiencing 
Peking Opera offers 
an opportunity you 
won’t want to miss. 

Situated near 
Liangmaqiao, Experiencing Peking Opera 
opened last August. The owners claim it is the 
only professional studio specializing in taking 
photos of people in the authentic costumes and 
makeup of characters from various traditional 
Peking operas. The eye-catching exterior wall 
is painted with six large Peking Opera figures, 
while the studio resembles an actual opera 
theater. The big stage, featuring strategically 
placed classical-style furniture and adjacent 
dressing room will make you feel you have 
really entered the world of Peking Opera. 
Customers can go through the procedure of 
being made-up, having their hair styled, being 
adorned with the various ornaments and 
costumes and striking the poses of their favorite 
Peking Opera characters. You can even buy 
selected paraphernalia to take home with you. 

The workshop covers about 800 sq. meters 
and has seven different studios with tens of 
backgrounds of Chinese ink & wash paintings 
to choose from. All together there are over 
20 female character costumes and over 10 for 
males. Customers can select different styles 
according to their own interests, and different 
sets are differently priced, ranging from 280 
to 2,980 yuan. A service for children is also 
offered. A professional Peking Opera actress 
is on hand to assist with poses and gestures. 

The photos can be processed with special 
effects, if you so desire, to give it the 
appearance of a Chinese ink & wash painting, 
oil painting, or an old black & white 
photograph. 

The shop owners, a young couple named 
Tie Bing and Zhang Yu, hope to popularize 
this ancient art among people from home and 
abroad. Maybe the old traditions are just the 
fashions for today! 

Add: Tower B, Kent Center, 29 
Liangmaqiaolu, Chaoyang District, head east 
from the Lufthansa Center, turn 
left at the second set of traffic 
lights, then walk 80m. Open: 

9am-5pm, you can call to make 
reservations if you want to 
go after 5pm. Tel: 64369709 
(Chinese), 13601120983 (English). 
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BEIJING PRE-MEDIA Advertising Co.,Ltd. is the 
PRL>M£DIA exclusive advertising agency of the Business Ser- 
vice page of ((Beijing Today)). We will play the bridge 
on the cooperation between bussiness service com- 
pany of our country and foreign business. 


AD PLACECr^rt#) 

Business surrogate relate to foreigner, enterprise 
registration, tax service, trademark, patent and 
copyright registration, etc. 

♦ffi&JSiliLl irfE 

Business training and cooperation 

♦ HP* 3£ii 31ft 
International transport 

Technique and culture communication 

♦ HI M > fxixr ^ 

International investigation and financing 

ftfl 

commercial consultation, public relationship and 
surrogate 

♦ s is 

Business meeting, office and business tour 
Office equipment 


AD.PLACE.TEL: (86)010-88552079/80 13601226884 

AD.E-mail:premedia@263.net 




AGENT 


it jr ^ JUt 

BEIJING TRADEMARK AGENCY 


TEL: 68083066 68081369 
FAX: 68081370 

m±: mm 2 - 

6 m 

16th Floor Yue tan Tower 
No.2 Yue Tan North Street 
Xicheng District Beijing 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


Huiyuan Apartments 

ready to rent 

With high, medium and economy 
standard. 

Broadband multi-media e-com- 
merce net service in each flat. 
Welcome your visit. 

Tel: 64923528/64923529 
64992660/64910545 


CONSULTING 

Let us help you to extend you visa 
or change visa status 
Tel:65674187 

Mobile: 13001039008 13910101133 
(San Ze synthesize Trading) 

rifi 


To Be An Oral English Trainer 

If English is your native language, if you are inter- 
ested in making friends with Beijing people by the way 
of one Vs one, if you want to earn income in your spare, 
time, please contact Beijing Hopeful Consulting, 

Ltd by 13701161622 or fengzhh@21cn.com 


Possess of certain marketing resourse, plan to invest exhibition, design & 
produce. Now looking for foreign capital to joint venture and cooperation. 
Aim 

♦Introducing advantage experiences and technologies from design 
and produce of overseas exhibitions. 

♦Introducing trademark, administration and marketing promotion 
from overseas exhibitions vocation. 

♦Introducing certain quantity capital to enlarge scale. 

Welcome to connect to us. 

Tel: 13701378266 


Jb si l IS & (f i£> 

BEIJING CONSULTING SERVICE CENTER FOR INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL AFFAIRS 


The center handles applications for enterprise 
and foreign enterprise permanent office in Beijing registration. 

HT^EHMiRl 1 7 107-109 ^ 

RM107-109, N0.7,XIYUAN HOTEL, NO. 1,SANLIHELU,HAIDIAN, BEIJING. 
^Li£ : 68313388 57107-57109 88371521 {1^:68342761 1E5IA: Jilfiff 
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PRE-NEDIA 
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BeiJing PRE-MEDIA Advertising Company * 


A well-known professioned company 

We provide following services: 


l 


★Market strategy, promotion and design, Boutique agency 
★Advertisement Managencent of plane Media, TV advertisement 
★ Buying Representative 


I Quality service obtain honour welcome to consultation 

i. TEL: 88552081 

% FAX:88552079 

| MOBILE: 13601226884 

\ E-mail: pieere@sina.com 

* v*, v** v*# v* 


Lonica Sn°I $¥fttmKonica7045 


Konica 7045 


DIGITAL INPUT/OUTPUT STATION 


l 


*MET/LTET3Mt:45 
*600 X 600dpi fijA^PfirfL 

mti fcB m : 3.9 
*M0&04fP] : 90 Lb 

*32MB E-RDH 

KEY FEATURES: 

> 45 cpm/ppm 

> 600 X 600 dpi for Input & Output 

> Graphic User Interface 

> FCOT:3.9 Seconds 

> WUTrLess than 90 Seconds 

> 32MB Standard Memory E-RDH 


BEIJING ZH0NG0ING KONICA PRODUCTS AGENT C0..LTD 


Tel: 63465432 63464797 MP:13901151799 63448206 Post:100054 

Add : Room 3A407,Pengrun Jiayuan®j$|c@),Caihuying Cloverleaf Junction, Fengtai District, Beijing, China 


What’s your favorite shop or stand? We will be very happy 
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High time for 
purchasing houses in USD 



Pictures by Xie Feng 


By Dan Dan 

Interest rates in the US have 
been cut further since the Sep- 
tember 11 terrorist attacks, with 
the aim of restoring investor and 
consumer confidence. It is not yet 
clear how effective such measures 
will be, but what is certain is that 
now is a good time for foreigners 
to invest in Beijing using US dol- 
lars. 

4% decrease in interest on 
USD loans 

With the American economy 
teetering on the brink of reces- 
sion, the American Federal Re- 
serve has cut interest rates nine 
times over the past ten months, 
by a total of almost 4%. On Octo- 
ber 2, interest rates hit 2.5%, a 
39-year low. 

Interest on USD loans in Chi- 
na have followed suit, and are 
now down to around 5.5%. 

In other words, now is an ide- 
al time to purchase a house or 
apartment in China with a USD 
loan. 

It is cheaper to buy a home 
with a USD loan than with 
RMB 

Take Chaoyang Garden in 


Chaoyang District as an exam- 
ple. If you buy an apartment 
with an RMB loan, (70% over 20 
years), the annual rate is 5.58. 

For the same purchase with 
a USD loan, the annual rate is 
5.5%, 0.03% lower. 

However Hong Kong Shang- 
hai Bank Cooperation (HSBC) is 
offering special deals for foreign 


purchasers for Chaoyang Gar- 
den, the most favorable rate is 
4.5%, 1% less than the normal 
5.5%. The Bank of East Asia 
(Dongya) is also offering interest 
rates of 5.5% to foreign purchas- 
ers. 

Foreign banks decrease 
interest rate 

According to sources at the 


Fed, a further cut of 0.25% to 
0.5% may occur before the end 
of the year. However compared 
with the USA and Japan, the 
steady development of the Chi- 
nese economy assures stable in- 
terest rates. 

The stability of the Chinese 
economy has bolstered the status 
of the RMB. The policy of permit- 
ting foreign banks to operate in 
China also allows them to offer 
more favorable services to cus- 
tomers. 

At present, foreign banks have 
decreased their foreign currency 
loan rates to cater to the market 
needs. 

If the Chinese government al- 
lows foreign banks to engaged in 
RMB loans, it is likely that more 
foreign banks will come to China 
to invest, resulting in better ser- 
vices to both foreigners and lo- 
cals. 

The winning of the right to 
host the 2008 Olympics, the im- 
minent entry to the WTO and the 
USD loan rate decrease are all 
indications that now is the right 
time for foreigners to buy homes 
using USD loans in Beijing. 



Target: Beijing International Hotel 
When: 16:30-18:50, Friday, October 20 th 
Hotel Detective: Wang Dandan 


Amossov Oleg, Russia 

Not so many reasons to choose this hotel. The first time I 
arrived here in China, I stayed here by chance. I asked the 
taxi driver to bring me to a five-star hotel and it was this 
one. Being in a country I am not so familiar with, it is a good 
thing for me to live in a familiar environment. 

William Cooper, Britain 

I like standards. I am a critical customer and I notice 
many detail. I know that almost all the customers here are 
well-heeled customers and I like to dine with such people. 
It makes you at ease. You are not paid much attention to be- 
cause of your beautiful clothes nor bothered by any improper 
behavior like being stared at or so on. Besides, the laundry 
here is marvelous! 

H Marat Pazayov, Turkmen 

The location is very important for me. Before I came to 
Beijing, I checked a Beijing map and saw this hotel is very 
close to Beijing Railway Station. I like traveling by train 
when I go to other provinces, so the location weighs higher 
when I choose a hotel. Of course, the service is also very 
good. 


Beijing 

|^ Moving Service 

Homehelp 
By Andy Xu 

Beichen Moving Company 68233133 

Xiongdi Moving Company 24-hour moving service 87251234 
Aotong Moving Company 24-hour moving service 8008100646 
Tianqiao Moving Company 24-hour moving service 63047496 
Sitong Moving Company 68346688 

Shun’an Moving Company 24-hour moving service 67794002 
Kangyue Moving Center 62323168 
Feng Tie Moving Company 63726484 
Jinping Moving Company 62273089 
Hong Xiang Moving Company 67706589 
Shiyun Moving Company 64417507 
Fengli Moving Company 63408004 
Yumin Moving Company 62033265 
Baoyunda Moving Company 63738927 
Hualian Moving Company 63282080 
Hepingli Moving Company 64212108 

“HOUSING” welcomes your feedback: What kind of difficulties 
do you encounter when looking for housing in Beijing? What kind of 
information do you need? What can we help you with? 

Our E-mail: housing@ynet.com 
Tel: 65902522 Fax: 65902525 


Lu Song Yuan 
International Hostel 


Beijing By Andy Xu 

H “When traveling, 
the happiest thing 
is to make new 
friends”, according to 
James Lee, an Amer- 
ican-Chinese staying at the Lu Song 
Yuan International Hostel. 

“I have lived in many interna- 
tional hostels around the world, 
but one of the most interesting 
things is here in Beijing, when I 
live with three other people from 
different countries, Germany, In- 
dia and Australia.” 

“I am a stamp collector and my 
major is art design. I did not ex- 
pect to meet anyone with the same 
interests in a different country. We 
four did not sleep at night and kept 
chatting. 

At first, all the topics were close- 
ly related to stamp collecting. Lat- 
er the topics switched and we were 
so happy to find that we all shared 
an interested in such things as 
swimming, traveling, and Celine 
Dion songs.” 

That was a year ago and this 
is the second time for me to come 
here, as we all promised to meet 
again here the following year. 
Profile of the hotel: Lu Song 


Yuan hotel is located on the north 
side of Ping’an Avenue, near Beihai 
Park. There is a business center, 
which provides an English speak- 
ing secretarial service, as well as 
ticketing and foreign currency ex- 
change. 

The hotel features a tradition- 
al study where guests can browse 
through books on Chinese history, 
poems, and arts and crafts. 

Adjacent to the study, a 
teahouse offers a taste of another 
Chinese tradition. The restaurant 
overlooks the hotel’s main court- 
yard and is decorated in a style in 
keeping with the hotel’s Chinese 
architecture, creating a pleasant 
dinning environment. The restau- 
rant provides western, Japanese 
and Beijing dishes, including Pe- 
king duck, dumplings, and noo- 
dles. 

Facilities include self-catering 
dining room, reading room, games 
room, laundry and shop. It has a 
central air-conditioning system, 24 
hours hot water. 

There are 3-4 beds per room. 
Banshi hutong, Kuanjie, 
Dongcheng district. 

Price: 100 yuan/person 
Tel: 64011116 
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Shangri-La scoops the pool in hotel awards 


By Judy Wang 

The Shangri-La group has 
picked up bag full awards recently 
for its hotel facilities and financial 
performance. The group was named 
Best Business Hotel Chain in Asia 
Pacific at the annual awards cere- 
mony held in Hong Kong for Busi- 
ness Traveller Asia Pacific, while in 
London, HRH Princess Anne pre- 
sented Shangri-La with the same 


award at an event hosted by the 
European edition of Business Trav- 
eller. 

In addition, the Time Read- 
ers’ Travel Choice Awards survey 
in the inaugural issue of Time 
Traveler handed Shangri-La top 
honors in all three hotel cat- 
egories: Preferred Hotel/Chain, 
Favorite Business Hotel and Fa- 
vorite Resort Hotel. 



Purchasing trap 

How big is the apartment? 


By Dan Dan 

Calculating the actual area of an apartment can be quite a complex 
operation and many unsuspecting buyers end up paying for a square me- 
ter or two of floor space that they don't actually own. If you do not have 
a good understanding of the terminology involved (and your own tape 
measure), you will be at a disadvantage in this battle of wits with the 
developers. 

First you need to familiarize yourself with the jargon: 

1. Sales area: this is known as the construction area, including the 
area of the apartment as well as the shared public areas. 

2. Usage area: this includes the living areas, interior hallways, kitch- 
en and bathroom, but not the balcony. 

3. Wall area: this is a little complicated to calculate as each apartment 
has both exclusive and shared walls. The area of shared walls is calcu- 
lated at 50% and that for exclusive walls, 100%. 

4. Construction area of balcony: if the balcony is totally enclosed, then 
the entire area is counted, if it is not enclosed, half the area is counted. 

5. Apartment construction area: the sum of 2, 3 and 4. 

The formula to calculate the usage rate is: apartment construction 
area / sales area. As the sales area includes the apartment usage area, 
wall area and construction area of balcony, the usage rate will be rela- 
tively high. Most developers calculate the usage area in this way. 

But this method is misleading. The right formula should be: apart- 
ment usage area / sales area. This doesn’t take into account the wall area 
and balcony area. As the usage rate derived by this formula will be lower 
than that by the previous one, it is not widely used by developers. How- 
ever this formula provides the real usable area for the apartment. 

Suppose you buy a 120-square-meter apartment; there will be a 4% - 
6% difference in the usage area calculated by the two formula mentioned 
above. 

Countermeasure: Familiarize yourself with the terminology, arm 
yourself with a tape measure and calculator, and don’t be bullied by 
smooth talking developers. 

Another common trick relates to shared areas. 

The problem is not what constitutes a shared area, but the changing 
use of shared areas over time. Here is an example. The area used by 
the property management company is about 30 square meters and is 
included in the shared areas. After a period of time, the space is divided 
into two, one of which is leased by the company as a retail outlet. This 
area should no longer be included in the shared area, and you may well 
be entitled to a refund or reduction in mortgage repayments. 

Countermeasure: Ensure that both the sales area and the shared ar- 
eas are clearly defined in the contract, as well as the uses to which the 
shared areas may be put. 


Renting in the north 


North Fourth Ring Road 


By Dan Dan 

Today, we look at apartment prices around the north Fourth Ring 
Road, from Wangquanhe Road in the west to Wangjing in the east. 

Wangquanhe Road to Zhongguancun Yiqiao 

Prices around here range from about 1,300 yuan for a simply 
decorated, fully furnished one-room apartment to 1,500 yuan for 
a two room and 2,000 yuan for a three room apartment. 

More elaborately decorated apartments might cost between 
1,500 and 1, 700 yuan for one room, and up to 2,000 yuan for two 
rooms. Apartment rentals in Zhongguancun (China’s Silicon 
Valley) are among the highest in the north Fourth Ring Road. 
Very convenient for software and spare parts for your computer. 
Zhongguancun Yiqiao to Xueyuanqiao 

A simply decorated, fully furnished one room apartment costs 
around 1,400 yuan, two room, 1,600 yuan and three room 2,100 
to 2,400 yuan. Better quality apartments cost 1,600 yuan (one 
room) and 2,000 yuan (two rooms). 

This area boasts Beijing’s highest concentration of universities. 
Lot’s of students, local and from out of town/overseas, and conse- 
quently a very lively part of town. Many netbars, bars and cafes. 
Xueyuanqiao to Zhixinqiao 

The average price for one room with simple decoration and full 
facilities is 1,300 yuan, two room 1,500 yuan and three room 1,700 
yuan. Compared with other places in the north Fourth Ring Road, 
prices here are low. The nearby Golden Star Furniture Shopping 
Center should cater to most of your home-furnishing needs. 
Zhixinqiao to Anhuiqiao 

A one room apartment costs around 1,800 yuan, two room 
2,300 yuan and three room 2,800 yuan. Winning the 2008 Olym- 
pics has pushed up prices around Yayuncun, as it is close to the 
site of the Olympic Village. Good traffic and living facilities. 
Anhuiqiao to Wangjingqiao 

The average price for one room with simple decoration and 
full facilities is 1,200 yuan, two room 1,400 yuan and three room 
1,700 yuan. Wangjing area has developed rapidly in the past few 
years and has excellent infrastructure and living facilities. Most 
of the apartments offered for rent around here are new, but the 
prices are no higher than elsewhere. 
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branch road. Drive along this for four kilometers 
and you will get to the rare animals park. Since 
you will climb Xiaowen Mountain, you should 
drive back to the branch road and take another 
road when you wind up your visit in the park. 

The road leads you to Shenweigou (fl®^) and 
Xiaowen Mountain. After Shenweigou Village and 
Houping Village OoffWX you will encounter a 
rugged stone road, and unless you are driving a 
jeep, you’d better park your car there. You can find 
a guide in the village, for around 50 yuan. There is 
an open area here suitable for camping. 

Before it gets dark, you can admire the 
beautiful view of the mountains. To your 
north is Xiaowen Mountain, northeast Yund- 
ing Mountain (z^JjJiULl), between them are 
forests of larch and spruce. On the lower moun- 
tainside are birches, white poplars and red pop- 
lars. At the foot of the mountains is farmland. 
The mountain region is at its most beautiful in 
October, though it gets rather cold at night. 

Day 3: 

Follow your guide to a branch road. Ahead lies 
the summit of Yunding Mountain. If you have a 
jeep, you can drive to the summit. After walking 
for about one hour, the guide will lead you to the 
foot of Xiaowen Mountain. 

Have lunch here. After resuming your jour- 
ney, you will get to Chengqiang (Castle Wall J® 
tit) Mountain. The mountain features a narrow 
crack in the middle, which is like the gate to a 
castle, it is from this crack that the mountain 
gets its name. Xiaowen Mountain is on the left 
side of Chengqiang Mountain. 

It takes three hours to get to the summit 
of Xiaowen Mountain. Spend some time on the 
grassland; you can sunbathe if it’s fine. Spend an 
hour on the summit. Then come back down again. 

Tips: 

It gets rather cold at night; take some warm 
clothes with you; (The entrance to the nature 
preserve is about 1640 meters above the sea 
level, and the place you camp in about 1900 
meters above the sea level) 

Keep an eye out for snakes. 

Accommodation: 

You can stay in the nature preserve hotel 
when you descend the Xiaowen Mountain; 160 
yuan for one night 


See rare birds, beasts and plants in 
their natural habitat and climb the steep 
mountains in Pangquangou National 
Nature Reserve 


By Jiang Zhong 

P angquangou National Nature Reserve 

lies in the 

northwest of Jiaocheng County (3ji0iil), 
Shanxi (LUE) Province. The nature reserve fea- 
tures an area of 10,466 hectares; the highest peak 
is Xiaowen Mountain B), 2,831 meters high. 
The reserve was established to provide protection 
for rare animals and plants. Hiking in the reserve 
is a wonderful experience, we suggest you visit the 
rare animals reserve first and then climb to the 
summit of Xiaowen Mountain. 

Details: 

The nature reserve is 150 kilometers south- 
west from Taiyuan (yfclH), capital of Shanxi Prov- 
ince, and only 23 kilometers from Northern 
Wudang Mountain CltE^LU). 

Day 1: 

Get onto the Jingshi Expressway (iKSiSiSS) 
at Liuliqiao Bridge ( AM^X drive to Shijiazhuang 
(5^Et), then take the Shitai Expressway (5A 
fiSiSSoX Fill your tank at the service area of the 
Shitai Expressway. The drive should take about 
three hours and will cost 75 yuan in tolls. 

Drive to Jiuguan (IB 30, then take the Taijiu 
Expressway (AIBHi8£§) to Taiyuan. This will 
take nearly two hours and cost 70 yuan. It is 
altogether about 500 kilometers from Beijing to 
Taiyuan. Spend a few hours looking around the 
city, and resume your journey the next day. 
Accommodation in Taiyuan: 

There are many hotels in Taiyuan. Here are 
some located around the center of town. 

Xishan Hotel (ffi UUtSJB): 106 Liuxiangbeikou 
(WS^tD); 320 yuan per night 

Binzhou Hotel (||/J\|\|®|S): 118 Yingzedajie (jCQ 
SAffi); 268 yuan per night 

Yinlong Hotel (IgiEtSJ E): 6 Dongjihuying (30ft 
j^H); 386 yuan per night 

Yingze Hotel (fflStSlS): 189 Yingzedajie (ffl/5 
AS); 580 yuan per night 

Taiyuan is renowned for its cooked wheaten 
foods, steamed dumplings, beef, braised pork sea- 
soned with soy sauce and bean curd. You can find 
all these delicious dishes in the food street at 
Shifudongjie (Municipal Government East Street 


This unrestored section of wall will speak 
to you of ancient times, if you stop long 
enough to listen 


on the water. The ruins of Xishuiyu 
Pass can be found here, the pass was 
also built during the Ming Dynasty, 
and functioned as one of the most 
important passes to Huanghualu 
Great Wall. The soldiers of the Ming 
Dynasty planted Chinese chestnut 
trees here, which are still in very 
good condition today. 

On the second day you can walk 
on to Yaoziyu (8§Br W@) Castle in 
Yaoziyu Village. To reach Yaoziyu, 
you must hike for four kilometers 
through virgin forest. 

The castle was built in the Ming 
Dynasty, and is in the shape of a 
trapezoid. Behind the well-preserved 
castle you will find an underground 
defense complex constructed by the 
PLA in the 1960s, which might be 
fun to explore. 

How to get there: 

By car: Take Jingchang Road (A 
§!£□) to Longquanyu, about 2 hours 
drive. 

By bus: Bus 916 from 
Dongzhimen to Huairou, then bus 
to Huanghua City (it^j 0D, and one 
more bus to Xishuiyu 


Prince Chun (ISSB was the 
seventh son of Emperor Daoguang 
and younger brother of Emperor 
Xianfeng (husband of Empress 
Dowager Cixi) of the Qing Dynasty. 
Prince Chun was in charge of 
construction of the Empress 
Dowager's tomb and the Summer 
Palace. In 1861, he helped Cixi 
grasp power by installing Emperor 
Guangxu, his son, on the throne. 
His tomb lies on the side ofYangtai 
Mountain. 


T here are hardly any 
tourists, no awkward 
imitations nor 
reconstructions; in the 
graveyard of the Prince Chun, 
you can communicate with 
the ancient artisans through 
their works that remain 
preserved there. 

There are 111 steps leading to 
the tablet pavilion. Wild flowers, 
red leaves and gray stone steps 
make a picture you will be sure 
to want to include in your photo 
album. The tablet pavilion is 
well preserved, as are most of 
the other structures within the 
graveyard. 

Behind the tablet pavilion is a 
drainage system with a crescent- 
shaped reservoir and a strange 
shaped bridge. It is very steep, 
impossible for the passage of 
carriages. Ascending some twenty 
steps you will come to the second 
level of the graveyard. There are 
no buildings on this part. On the 
third level you will find three 
gates, a big one in the middle and 
two much smaller ones on either 
side. 

On the fourth level lie one 
tomb and the ruins of a house. 
The tomb is fifteen meters in 
diameter and one meter high, and 
is covered with grass and wild 
flowers. It has obviously never 
attracted the attention of grave 
robbers, there are no signs of 
intrusion. 

There are two steles on the 
sixth level. Although similar in 
size and shape, they are veiy 
different in style of decoration 


Xishuiyu Trek 

By Jiang Zhong 

T his scenic spot lies north 
of Xishuiyu Village ® 
TKIISW), Huanghuacheng, 
Huairou County. 

The Huanghuacheng (fifEt® 
Great Wall here was made of local 
granite during the Ming Dynasty. 
Unlike at Mutianyu and Badaling, 
this section of Great Wall has not 
been reconstructed for the benefit of 
tourists, so you can read many stories 
from ancient times if you look closely. 
Xishuiyu trek: 

Your trek in Xishuiyu begins 
from an old village named 
Longquanyu (iBJiM). There is also 
a section of Great Wall here named 
Longquanyu Great Wall. You can 
visit the village or climb the Great 
Wall. As you march forward, you will 
encounter many Chinese chestnut 
trees, which are now in season. 

You will reach Wangquangou (BT 
HA)) Valley before long. There is a 
small stream running through the 
bottom of the valley, and squirrels, 
rabbits and pheasants will escort you 
along your way. There is a deep pool 
named Heilongtan (Black Dragon 
Pool) in the valley, the magical water 
of which is said not only to be able 
to cure various illnesses, but also to 
beautify those who drink it. If you 
want to spend the night here, you can 
camp by Heilongtan. 

After filling up your water bottles, 
walk on and you will come to 
Huanghuacheng Reservoir. You can 
see the Great Wall winding along the 
ridges of the steep mountains to the 
east. Part of this Great Wall runs 


Chinawide 


Pangquangou National Nature Reserve 

Hike in the 
Home of Rare Birds 

rttH52h®). 

We also suggest a trip to Jinci (Jin Temple g 1 
!□]). Jinci is 25 kilometers southwest of Taiyuan. 
The most famous historical relics preserved in 
the temple are the 43 statues of imperial maid- 
servants. They are in the Shengmu Hall (Hall 
of Goddesses ^£5I§), the most important hall 
in the temple. 

Day 2: 

Refill your car in the morning, leave Taiyuan 
for Jinci, taking the Jinci Highway; change to 
the Xiafen Expressway (S^iSS£§) at the toll 
station of Expressway 307, drive toward Wens- 
hui (3 £tK); turn right after Kaishan Bridge (JT 
fflMff) in Kaishan County (ffiffllg), keep going 
until you enter the mountain region of the na- 
ture reserve. This part of the journey takes 
around one hour, and will cost ten yuan. 

You will get to Pangquangou Travel Agency 
after Guandishan Mountain Forest Reserve (33 Sr 
LUHWSfPlX), Tianjiagou Village (HlU^fct) and 
Xiluo Village ®)§W). Turn left at the sign, and 
drive toward Zhongqing (A AX About fifty min- 
utes later you will get to the nature reserve, and 
a hotel. It is about 152 kilometers from Taiyuan to 
Pangquangou National Nature Reserve. 

Drive for another one hour, you will get into 
the nature reserve, you need not buy a ticket 
unless you want to visit the rare animals park; 
admittance for the park is 20 yuan. 

After a 1.6-kilometer-drive, you will come to a 


Huanghuacheng Reservoir 


and the rear part of the open area 
is the tomb of the Prince Chun. It 
has been robbed but the structure is 
intact. Two other tombs stand on the 
left and one on the right. 

Pine trees implying everlasting 
blessing and long life lend the 
graveyard a very solemn and 
mysterious atmosphere. The entire 
graveyard is a virtual arboretum. 
Plants of all description cover 
the surface of the structures 
within. Some pine trees even grow 
from the vertical walls. Sitting 
on the carpet of grass on an 
autumn afternoon, the graveyard 
will remind you of a dreamland 
described in fairy tales. 

Where: Guanjialing (@ i 0!UJ$), 
Bei’anhe Gt5£:)°J), west ofYangtai 
Mountain Scenic Spot (IS czfLUJXl 

JSK) 

How to get there: 

By bus: Bus 346 from the 


Photos by Du Jialin 

Summer Palace to Caochang (If! 
±§), one hour; Then walk along the 
mountain road on the other side of 
the road for about two kilometers. 

By car: Turn right at the 
first crossroad to the north of the 
Summer Palace. After a traffic light 
you will come to a village, drive 
through the village, you will come 
to a T intersection. Turn right, 
drive for about twenty minutes, you 
will come to a traffic light and a 
bridge. Turn left onto the bridge, 
then right at the other end of the 
bridge, you will get onto Heishanhu 
Road (HLUifi£§). Drive along the 
road for about thirty minutes 
until you come to another T 
intersection named Bei'anhelukou 
0t5S)°J£§n), turn right, drive for 
ten minutes, and you will see a 
mountain road on your left. Take 
this road to the graveyard. There is 
no admission charge. 


Bridge to heaven, the crescent shaped reservoir below 


in 


and the inscriptions they bear. The 
stele on the right features a dragon 
decorated cap and pedestal. The 
dragons carved into the cap are of 
an unusual style. They are simple 
in design and lively in action. 

The inscription is even stranger. 
The Chinese characters are not 
in a traditionally solemn form, 
appearing more like the 
hieroglyphics found in an Egyptian 
pyramid. There is no dragon on 
the left stele; instead, it features 
the pattern of a traditional Chinese 
knot. The inscription 
gives an introduction to 
Prince Chun and the 
construction procedure 
of the graveyard. 

When you come to 
the highest level, you will 
find four tombs, all in 

the shape of column. The 
the shape of larger 

one in the middle 


Old pine trees lend the 
graveyard a very solemn 
and mysterious atmo- 
sphere 


The tomb of Prince Chun 
column 









